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There were eleven of us present at the Think Tank meeting. 

We took turns reading aloud each section of the Constitution and discussing it as we went. At our last 
meeting, we read through Sections 4 and 5 of Article I.  Much of the discussion was about voting and 
the need for making it easier, with equal access to ballots, the security of paper ballots, and the 
possibility of online voting.  We also discussed the fact that the rules of procedures in the houses of 
Congress are not laid out in the Constitution, but set by the houses themselves.  (This was also 
discussed today.)  We agreed that there should be no slush fund to pay for congressmen's indiscretions.

Today, Professor Rich Wandling joined us, adding his expertise on the Constitution to our discussion.  
We read through Sections 6, 7, and 8.  There was discussion on how the executive branch of the 
government can refuse to enforce the laws.  Professor Wandling explained how the increase in 
executive power began in the 1960s with Johnson and Nixon both using the excuse of national security 
to wage unilateral war in Vietnam.  Congress attempted to reverse this with the War Powers Act of 
1973.  Congresses of both parties have continued to be deferential to presidents with respect to war, not
wanting to be perceived as weak.  We were reminded that the Articles of Confederation was our first 
“constitution” but that the states were not united, each state creating their own coinage, their own 
armies, and their own taxes on imports from other states.  There was some discussion of the Second 
Amendment and how it was aimed at state militias so that the federal government couldn't take guns 
away from state militias.

Section 8 contains a lot – we will continue studying it.  Professor Wandling pointed out four clauses in 
particular to look at – the interstate commerce clause, the clause concerning the declaration of war, the 
representation of the District of Columbia in Congress, and the Necessary and Proper clause.

The next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, June 24, 1:30 in the Conference Room.


