
Huddle Think Tank meeting
July 23, 2017
Charleston Public Library

We discussed the focus of our group since we were more in crisis mode at our last 
meeting as we dealt with our first Speaker Series presentation.  We tried to clarify what 
our goals are.  We want to solidify our study of Lakoff's books so we discussed how we 
wanted to do that.  Some of us want a set of guidelines for applying Lakoff's ideas, both 
as talking points and in writing letters to the editor or to political candidates. We also 
discussed formulating a questionnaire for candidates to see how they respond to our 
concerns.  

We decided it could work well if we each worked on a topic that we have a special 
interest in, develop some talking points about it, questions we would pose to candidates 
about it, and framing words to associate with it.  At the meeting, we came up with these 
topics, with volunteers for some of them:

1. Healthcare – Karen Clausing
2. Labor – John
3. Environment/energy – Ellen
4. Immigration – Maria
5. Taxes, private v. public – Keith
6. Election process – Peter 
7. Lobbying/money in politics -
8. Voting rights, gerrymandering -

The list is by no means complete.  Feel free to add to it and work on any area that 
interests you.  At our next meeting, we will use Power Point to start creating a document
from the talking points and questions that each of us has come up with for our topic. 
Bring a USB stick if you want to take home a copy?

Some of us will be attending the town hall in Collinsville and other town halls in the 
future, so it was suggested that a few of us review the transcript from our town hall for 
ideas and to check the framing that was used in our questions to Shimkus.

Once students return to EIU, Jeannie and Maria will check about interns joining the 
Think Tank.  The student point of view would be valuable to our efforts.  

Our next meeting will be Sunday, July 30, 2:00-3:00 in the Conference Room at the 
Charleston Public Library.


