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Ten of us were present for the meeting.

We discussed Chapters 4 & 5 of An Economic Analysis of Medicare for All. While there are pros and 
cons of the different solutions to funding Medicare for All, it is obvious that it can be done and that 
Americans would spend at least 10% less on healthcare than they currently are.  We discussed how 
other countries pay for healthcare for all.  Some, including Canada, use a Value Added Tax which taxes 
a product or service every time value is added to it.  However, this seems to ultimately just pass the 
cost on to the consumer.  We thought one of the best suggestions was the Net Worth Tax of 0.38% on 
net worth over one million dollars, but it would be a hard sell.

We discussed how to convince Americans to support Medicare for All.  Here are some of our 
observations:

• People have no conception of the wealth distribution in the U.S. Many don't realize that the 1% make

so much more money than everyone else.

• Campaign finance laws allow only the rich to run for office and buy advertisements.

• Studies have shown that the stress caused by living in a society where there is great inequity affects 

the health of all classes in that society.

• Americans seem programed to care only for themselves.

•  Most bankruptcies are brought about by medical expenses, as it used to be in Canada before they 

adopted universal healthcare. 

• Americans have also been programed with the concept that some people are undeserving of help. 

Americans have adopted the selfish attitude of caring only about their personal salvation, their personal
wealth.  In the 1980s, people became concerned with not letting others get ahead of them, a “win, win, 
win” mentality.

• People today don't expect products to last, we're a throwaway society because capitalism won't work 

otherwise.

• “We are all in this together.”

• “We have the potential to have the best healthcare in the world.”

• “Imagine a society with no jars on the counters to pay for someone's illness.” 

• During the World Wars, both Americans and Europeans worked together for the collective good, the 

common good.  Somehow, we have lost that purpose.  It took the urgency of a war for us to work 
together.  We need to impress upon people that we are in that urgent situation again with regards to the 
climate crisis.

Our next meeting is on Sunday, January 27, at 1:00 in Rotary Room B at the Library.  We will read the 
last two chapter, 6 & 7, of  An Economic Analysis of Medicare for All.


