
Think Tank/Coles Progressives meeting
December 10, 2017

Twelve were present for the joint meeting to work on the Candidate Forum for January 
21.  With Gail Mason's help, here is the format we agreed upon:

Gail will introduce herself and the two candidates, Carl and Kevin, giving a brief bio for 
each.  She will also describe the ground rules to the audience and the candidates. Gail 
will do a coin toss to determine who will give their opening statement first as well as 
answer the first question.  Each candidate will have 2 minutes for their opening 
statement.  We will start with the pre-determined questions.  Gail will pose each 
question to both candidates and they will each have 2 minutes to answer it.  Gail will 
have them alternate in going first on answering successive questions.  After these 
questions, the audience will be able to ask questions.  They can either stand in line for 
the microphone to ask their question or write it on cards that Karen will collect, sort 
through for redundancies, and give to Gail.  Paula will be the timer for Gail and signal 
her when a candidate is getting close to the 2-minute mark.  Gail will gauge when it's 
getting to be time to wrap up and give the candidates 2-3 minutes each for a closing 
statement.

Next we discussed the press release – Jenny will make changes to it and send it out to 
the group to comment on.  

Ellen will contact Carl and Kevin and have them send their bios directly to Gail and 
their photos directly to Gaye Harrison.

Keith will add Annalisa, Gary, and Jenny to the Think Tank emailing list where we will 
continue working on the press release and questions to be asked.

Questions for the candidates – we narrowed down the topics and got volunteers to start 
the ball rolling on formulating the questions.

1. Taxes and Social Security – Peter and Holly
2. Healthcare – Karen
3. Environment – Annalisa
4. Small business/economic growth – Keith and Ellen
5. Gun control – Jenny

Our next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, December 17 at 2:00 in the conference room 
at the library.


