
Eleven members were in attendance, Ellen facilitated the meeting, Keith took notes.

Announcements – The first Solar Power Hour presentation for Solarize East Central Illinois is this
Tuesday, May 7, from 7:00-8:00 pm at the Douglas-Hart Nature Center. The Huddle will be hosting a
Solar Power Hour on Sunday, May 19, from 2:00-3:00 in Rotary Room B.

The next Huddle meeting will be Sunday, June 2, from 2:00-3:00 in Rotary Room B of the Charleston 
Public Library.  Send agenda items to Keith at twinprimes@gmail.com.

Letters to the Editor report: Since February 4, 2017  
 There have been 524 letters in the newspaper
 232 have been for progressive issues
 137 have been anti-progressive
 155 on other issues
 149 days when there were no letters published

We continued our discussion on brainstorming our goals for the Huddle – long-term, medium term, and
short-term.  The following ideas and thoughts were brought up for consideration.  Before our next 
meeting (June 2), we should all consider the ideas mentioned, add new ones, think of ways to 
implement our ideas with the goal of continuing the conversation and hopefully organizing the goals 
into manageable projects/plans to make them a reality.  We only had time to discuss some of the 
following items, but they are all included for completeness.  The goal is to continue discussing and 
tweaking these ideas online since our next meeting is a month away.  Please use the Google Doc at  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IBG2HedZ9v-7fubfhKxjmEJsmFihDjOEbB9FlQo8a8s/edit?
usp=sharing

• Long-term goal of completely changing our society to an eco-socialist society where we stop saving 
capitalism from itself, where we stop destroying the planet, where we stop exploiting others.  We 
need to get past the profit and growth system of capitalism, stabilize and eventually decrease the 
population, lessen our material dependence on the planet.

• Discussion on the use of the word “socialism” ensued.  While some view it as a word to stay away 
from, others push for owning the word but making sure we frame it well and create our own 
narrative of what socialism is, including public ownership of providers of basic needs.

• Some aspects of what would be involved in this total change of society – overhauling the entire 
system would be a big project.  We would have to change people's mindset on being able to jet any 
where any time.  We need to change the vision of what society should look like.  What do you want 
for your children.  More leisure time is needed (like Europeans get) – with more leisure time, we 
would not have to jet places that could be gotten to by other means such as train or boat.  We should 
not be obsessed with getting more stuff.  We need to change our culture from individualism to 
community-centered.

• The Carbondale Spring plan to reimagine their city to fight the climate crisis 
(https://carbondalespring.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/carbondalespring.pdf) includes ideas 
about food autonomy, cooperative business funds, care workers, and renewable energy. 
• The vision is good.  What parts of it can we use in Charleston?  What would we change or add 

to it?

https://carbondalespring.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/carbondalespring.pdf
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• The funding for Carbondale Spring is cutting their oversized police department.  Where would 

the funding for Charleston come from?  Lumpkin Foundation, Charleston Charitable 
Foundation, 100 Women.

• Food Autonomy is certainly on the list.  Our legwork would include:

• identifying suitable empty city lots.

• determining how many educators/farmers/workers would be needed to start the project.  

Possible volunteers could come from High School FFA, Americorp-Mattoon.

• determining how to distribute the produce, how much of the costs can be offset by selling it.

• changing city ordinances about livestock in town.

• finding financial sourcing for the project.

• Important to make food available at a price that people can afford.

• Some ideas:

• Hospital has a large garden plot behind the hospital.

• Ugly food is still nutritious.

• Get churches involved.

• Distribute at Subsidized housing.

• Investigate Health Department policies – see if we can make it easier to demonstrate how to 

prepare healthy food.

• Energy Independence is on the list.  Solarize East Central Illinois is a beginning step. Our 

legwork would be crafting/adjusting ordinances and programs for:

• how to encourage more solar power in town, backup systems

• how to encourage less use of gasoline – driving, mowing, taxes, incentives, public 

transportation

• Use of space - Our legwork would be crafting/adjusting ordinances and programs for: 

• encourage refurbishing houses rather than contribute to sprawl, discourage sprawl with 

higher taxes/fees?

• encourage habitats instead of lawn yards, ban pesticides/herbicides, ban gasoline-powered 

lawnmowers

• Lawns should be replaced with habitat or used for growing food.

• Good Neighbor group has signs for yards that say “Good Neighbor – No weed killers used 

here”.

• Sense of community – Our legwork here would be defining the logistics of such programs and 

how they could be funded:

• research alternative community arrangements, for example for the elderly

• research daycare options and emergency daycare



• Also along the lines of community-centered goals is how we teach our children.  Would getting more
progressive people on the school board help?

• A medium-term goal could be taking over the school and county boards.
• Can we change our government structure? (Mattoon's form of city government is antiquated.)  
• Can we change our way of voting, for example, switching to a ranked ballot or a run-off ballot?
• We discussed the problem of the lack of local media coverage for our elections (and other news) and

not even knowing who all the candidates are.  The Coles Progressives voter guide is very helpful, 
but cannot always cover all the candidates, especially if the candidates don't respond to the surveys 
the Progressives send out.   We talked about starting a local paper for elections, but then decided that
it should be an electronic community newspaper.  We thought it would be best to start with 
information regarding candidate filing deadlines if we're serious about trying to get more candidates 
on our ballets. Big problem – how do we get word out about an electronic newspaper and how do we
entice people to read it?

• Rich reminded us of our discussion of home rule and the pros and cons of it.  This led to talking 
about our county board and the lack of transparency.  For instance, when trying to look up the 
board's budget or find expenditure figures, the answers are not readily available.  A short-term goal 
would be to get the board to be more transparent.

• Maria mentioned Mattoon in Motion, their community-wide planning session.  This could be a good 
idea for Charleston.

• Local elections would be a short-term goal.  We should approach them not necessarily with the goal 
of winning, but with the goal of getting the issues in the spotlight.

• The Democratic party is not on our side.  The Democrats have failed for decades to make a 
convincing argument to vote Democratic.  Our goal is to change the narrative of the Democratic 
party to a progressive party.

• We discussed finding good candidates.  While some think replacing Shimkus is not worth our effort, 
Ellen has a connection to a group who is searching for a candidate, so if we get ideas, she could 
communicate it to them.  Bob Daiber, recently a candidate for governor, was mentioned as a 
possibility. Looking closer to home, David Shupe would be a good candidate to run against Chris 
Miller.  Dale Righter is up for election in 2020.

• Fair Tax will be on the ballot.  We must support it.
• Local issues are often motivators to get out the vote.
• We can influence who gets the Democratic Presidential nomination.

See the Huddle ACT calendar for other events (https://www.charlestonhuddle.com/act/calendar)
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