
Huddle Notes for March 17, 2019

Twelve were present for the meeting.  

Recorder / next facilitator—Maria Fichter-Wandling acted as recorder and will facilitate the next 
meeting. 

 Letters to the Editor report:  Since February 4, 2017, there have been 484 letters in the 
newspaper.  Of these, 219 have been for progressive issues, 128 have been anti-progressive, 
and 137 on other issues. There have been 142 days when there were no letters published. 

 County Board: Next Steps for Interaction
o Prayer Issue--Several Huddle members attended the Office/Rules subcommittee meeting 

that was held on Monday, March 4, 2019, as well as the County Board monthly meeting 
that was held on March 12, 2109. The regular County Board meeting began with an 
invocation followed by a moment of silent reflection.  The addition of the moment of 
silent reflection was the result of the stated “compromise” made by the County board in 
response to the request made by members of the Charleston Huddle and Coles 
Progressives that a Christian invocation not be used at County Board meetings. It was felt
by members of this meeting that the prayer issue has not been resolved satisfactorily. 
There was still strong sentiment that government officials should not be leading prayers 
at government functions since governments should be representative of all citizens and 
not just of a select group—in this case, Christians. It was suggested that the Illinois office
of the ACLU be contacted for advice/support.  Barbara Lawrence will look into 
contacting them. It was also decided that a letter be sent to the County Board requesting 
an apology from Board member Rick Shook for his inappropriate remarks & threatening 
tone. Charles Delman offered to draft a letter. 

o Re public comments—We discussed requesting that the County Board Chair enforce the 
3-minute rule for all public comments.  The concern is that certain individuals regularly 
abuse (monopolize) the time allotted for public comments with their lengthy and ongoing
complaints. 

o Engaging with CB Members—It was felt that this is generally a positive since talking 
promotes conversation. 

o LifeSpan Center Fees—A question emerged on which agency governed the LifeSpan 
Center and whether the center fell under the purview of the County Board.  At issue are 
the fee increases ($100.00 / hour?) for usage of the center facilities by outside 
organizations. This will make it almost impossible for some non-profit and civic 
organizations such as the Coles County Retired Teachers Association to use these 
facilities, and they now need to look for new meeting place options.

o Environmental Pollution—Questions arose on whether the County Board has an 
environmental committee and what kind of jurisdiction the Board may have over 
environmental pollution violators. Of concern are the periodic burn-offs of materials by 
the Unique Homes construction company, which is owned and operated by Reggie 
Phillips and his sons. Unique Homes uses land adjoining the incorporated city limits off 
Douglas Street to dump construction materials, which they then dispose of by burning 
over a two-to-three-day period. The resulting smoke contamination then blows over the 
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adjoining neighborhood. It was suggested that a petition be drawn up for residents in 
affected neighborhood(s) to sign.

 Coles Progressives
o The Coles Progressives Voting Guide is now available online.  Due to time 

constraints, there will be no published pamphlets. 
o Signage—Campaign signs for one of the progressive candidates are small in number, 

thus far.

 Think Tank “Change or Die” Essay Distribution
o So far, in addition to the essay being sent to a major publication such as the New 

Yorker, it is also being sent to news organizations in the following states: 
a) Minnesota (Paula Enstrom), b) Wisconsin (Bonnie Buckley), c) New York (Barbara
Lawrence), and d) Ohio (Ellen Wolcott). 

o The essay is to be sent only to newspapers that have an email address. Also, 
distribution might have to be staggered since Google places limits on number of 
emails sent out per hour.

o  The concern was expressed that the 1500-word length of the essay might be too long 
for many newspapers since most have an 800-word limit.

o It was proposed that the essay be sent to young peoples’ groups fighting climate 
change. 

 The Letter to the Editor Workshop prepared and organized by Keith and Ellen Wolcott is to 
take place immediately after the Think Tank meeting, as scheduled, on Sunday, March 24. All
are invited to attend. 

 Meeting with new Journal Gazette/Times Courier  Publisher.  Ellen pointed out that the new 
publisher of the local paper, Randy Mitchell, had announced a couple Meet the Publisher 
events: Tuesday, March 12, from 5:00 -7:00 at Pagliai’s in Charleston; and Wednesday, 
March 13, from 5:00 – 7:00 at Villa Pizza in Mattoon. Interested Huddle members were 
encouraged to attend. 

 Future Potluck?  It was suggested that a future potluck be organized to provide an 
opportunity for local progressives to socialize, as well as to form bridges with our local 
community.  For example, County Board members could be among those invited. 

Next Meeting:   Sunday, April 7, from 2:00 to 3:00 in Rotary Room B at the Charleston Public 
Library. You may email Maria Fichter-Wandling at fichterwandling@consolidated.net for items 
to be included on the agenda. 

2

mailto:fichterwandling@consolidated.net

