
Minutes of the July 21 Joint Huddle/Coles Progressives Meeting

• Next meeting – August 4 2:00 PM, Rotary Room B. Peter is the note taker/next facilitator. Send agenda
items for the next meeting to cfpga2000@gmail.com

• Letters to the Editor update from Ellen: Since February 4, 2017 there have been 549 letters in the newspaper.
Of these, 244 had a progressive slant, 149 have been anti-progressive, and 159 have been on other issues.
There were no letters published on 165 of the designated letter days.

• Brief Updates:
– Solar Power Hour: Highly successful; about 25 in attendance; several of those have made some follow-up

contacts

– July 4: Solarize had a table at Morten Park and a group marching in the parade; 300-400 flyers were
handed out

– Reproductive Freedom event: over 200 postcards written and mailed; discussion about doing this sort
of event (research issues, present findings, propose concrete actions); Paula might try to write down
what went into pulling this off with an eye to helping organize future such events; discussion on how to
involve Eastern and Lakeland students on this or other issues

– Lights for Liberty: group went from Coles county to Brazil IN and Urbana IL; about 85 total at the
Brazil event with 17 from Coles; over 200 in Urbana with 8-10 (or maybe more) from Coles

– County Board Meeting and Moment of Silence: Annalisa passed around copies of a long letter sent to
the County Board from the Freedom From Religion Foundation concluding with, “we urge you [Coles
County Board] to concentrate on civil matters and leave religion to the private conscience of each
individual by ending the practice of hosting prayers at your meetings.”

Urging the Board to at least also keep public comment to the 3 minute limit seems like our next best
option although there was some skepticism about whether the Board and/or its Chair would do that.

– Reusable Shopping Bags: information item – Kate had bought bags and, as a fund raiser, sold them
outside Walmart at a very small profit per bag. General consensus was this could be a good idea look
at this either as a fund raiser or just a way to raise awareness and decrease use of plastic bags.

• Continuing Discussions:
– Keith presented a bar chart showing progressive vs anti-progressive letters by quarter since Ellen started

counting. Some comments were made about trends. There was a brief discussion about strategies and
the consensus was that writers should concentrate on topics for which they have a real passion. A new
Doodle poll will go out so we can re-shuffle the LTE groups and their membership. Topic groups could
work through their own particular GoogleDocs. Keith would set up a general GoogleDoc so that the
whole group could provide editorial advice before letters are submitted.

• New Discussions:
– Social Events: Lots of support for a regular (monthly?) informal gathering over food/drinks at a

restaurant and for continuing the annual Potluck for Progressives. Date set for the first social gathering
– Friday Sept. 13, 5:30 PM at Rocs. Annalisa will look at a Sunday in September date for a
Morten Park pavilion for the Potluck and get back to us with options. Details to be finalized at the
Aug. 4 meeting

– Coles Progressives Co-Chair: Nikki Davidson was unanimously elected to serve as one of the co-chairs

• Other Discussions:
– Kathy and Rich are part of the organizing group for a Green Team at Wesley United Methodist Church,

which will be presenting a documentary on climate change, “Paris to Pittsburbh,” in September, date
TBA

– Kathy urged everyone to telephone Shimkus’ office concerning his silence on Trump’s racist remarks
(202) 225-5271. Tell him he needs to take a stand! We need to keep the pressure on.

See the Huddle ACT calendar for events www.charlestonhuddle.com/calendar


