
Huddle Notes for February 24, 2019 
 
Eleven were present for the meeting.  Keith announced that this meeting marked the second 
anniversary of the Huddle group! 
 

• Recorder/next facilitator – Barbara took these notes and will facilitate the next meeting. 
 

• Letters to the Editor report: Since February 4, 2017, there have been 470 letters in the 
newspaper. Of these, 218 have been for progressive issues, 126 have been 
antiprogressive,  and 126 on other issues. There have been 137 days when there were no 
letters published. 
 

• County Board Letter–We discussed the County Board meeting of Wednesday, February 
13 that was attended by a number of Huddle and Coles Progressives members. a number 
of whom spoke in favor of the Board’s starting their meetings with a moment of silence, 
replacing their current prayer.  There were also several pro-prayer statements made by 
others in attendance.  We discussed a plan of action to respond to the sense of those 
present that board member Shook had addressed them in a threatening manner.  It was 
decided that Charles should edit the draft letter that he and Bogdan had written to the 
board and distributed to the Huddle list, in response to suggestions given in previous 
email exchanges.  We also discussed our goals for these interactions with the County 
Board:  invitations to community members to lead invocations or a moment of silence to 
start the meeting (the latter preferred).  John Looby shared his experience with the 
commencement committee at EIU where the initial decision was to invite a variety of 
community religious leaders to give invocations at commencement.  After a number of 
years, the committee decided that a moment of silence would be simpler and lead to less 
dissatisfaction.  It was suggested that the County Board may eventually do the same, but 
they may need to figure it out for themselves.  A broader goal would be to highlight the 
diversity of the community to the Board so that they are aware that they represent all 
constituents, some of whom are not like them.  It was suggested that several community 
members approach the State’s Attorney (Jesse Danley), who might influence the board if 
the prayer as given by a member of the board were not legal.  We also decided that as 
many members as possible would try to attend the Office/Rules Subcommittee meeting 
(Monday, March 4, 4:40 PM, County Courthouse) when the prayer issue may be brought 
up again. 

 
• Distributing Think Tank Essay – The “Change or Die” essay is ready to be distributed.  

Ways of disseminating the letter were discussed.  Ellen read and the group discussed a 
letter meant to accompany the essay.  Ellen presented two sources of potential recipients 
who might publish the essay:  United States Newspaper Listing and a list of magazines 
and journals.  We agreed that help would be needed in order to send the essay to a large 
number of potential publishers.  We hoped that members of Huddle would be willing to 
contribute. 

 
• LTE Workshop, March 24 – This event will be in place of the Huddle meeting that would 

normally be held on that day.  It will be held from 2-3PM at the Charleston Library, 
Rotary Rooms A and B.  Keith and Ellen will lead the workshop. 

 



• The next Huddle meeting will be on Sunday, March 17, from 2:00-3:00 in Rotary 
Room B at the Charleston. Barbara will be the facilitator. Please email items that you 
would like on the agenda to her at barbaralawr@gmail.com. 
 
 

Upcoming events (see https://www.charlestonhuddle.com/act/calendar for details).  
• Monday, February 25, 7 p.m. , NAACP “An Historical Twist”, Coleman Auditorium, 

EIU 
• Tuesday, February 26, 6:30 p.m., Black Excellence – The Importance of Graduate 

School,  Coleman Auditorium, EIU 
• Tuesday, February 26, 1-2 p.m., 8th Annual Interdisciplinary Center for Global Diversity 

Symposium, Arcola/Tuscola Room, MLK Union, EIU 
• Friday, March 1, 6:30 – 9:00 p.m., SACIS Trivia Night, Eagles Club 1917 Oak Ave, 

Mattoon 
• Sunday, March 3, 1:30-3:00 p.m., Think Tank, Charleston Library Conference Room 
• Monday, March 4, 4:30-5:00 p.m., Coles County Office/Rules Committee, Courthouse 
• Sunday, March 10, 3-5 p.m., Coles Progressives meeting, Charleston Library, Rotary 

Room A 
• Sunday, March 17, 1:00-2:00 p.m., Think Tank, Charleston Library, Rotary Room B 
• Sunday, March 17, 2:00-3:00 p.m., Huddle meeting, Charleston Library, Rotary Room B 
• Thursday, March 21, 5-6 p.m., Empowerment Through the Arts-Meditation Boxes, 825 

18th St., Charleston, IL 
• Sunday, March 24, 1:00-2:00 p.m., Think Tank, Charleston Library, Rotary Room B 
• Sunday, March 24, 2:00-3:00 p.m., Letters to the Editor workshop, Charleston Library, 

Rotary Rooms A and B 


