
Huddle Meeting Report
December 16, 2018

Ten members were present for the meeting.

• Ellen Wolcott took notes and will lead the next meeting.  Send agenda items for the next 
meeting to Ellen at twinprimes@gmail.com

• Letters to the editor - Since February 4, 2017 there have been 442 letters in the 
newspaper.  Of these, 207 have been for progressive issues, 112 have been anti-
progressive, and 123 have been on other issues.  Letters are published on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays.  There have been 122 days when there were no letters 
published.  

• Updates and discussions on ongoing issues/investigations
• Coles Together and coal – Keith submitted a letter to the editor on December 14 

about Coles Together and keeping coal out of Coles County.  Ellen reported that the 
Coles County Board 2017 Budget shows $200,000 in the expenditures for salaries 
for Coles Together and $200,000 in revenue for reimbursement of those salaries.    
Rich explained how Coles Together was founded as a public-private partnership in 
1989, with funds from both communities in the county, businesses, and private 
individuals.  We concluded that the County Board guarantees the salaries, but that 
Coles Together reimburses them if they get enough other funds to cover the salaries. 
The question was asked if we could submit a FOIA (Freedom of Information Act) to 
find out where Coles Together gets its money.  It was suggested that someone in the 
journalism department (Bryan Murley?) might be able to answer this question.

• Local Solar Projects – We won't hear about the application to MREA (Midwest 
Renewable Energy Association) for a group buy until early 2019.  Ellen contacted 
Nicholas Gordon of New Prairie Construction, who gave the solar panel presentation
for us in November, to let him know that we were waiting to hear about the MREA 
application.  

• County Board opening prayer issue – While some thought we have bigger concerns 
to worry about, others are quite offended by the Christian prayers used to open the 
County Board meetings.  Instead of having one person voice the objection during the
comments section of a board meeting, it was suggested that a letter signed by several
of us could be sent to the chairman of the board.  Keith volunteered to draft a letter 
which we will circulate for Huddle members to sign. 

• Coles County Health Department – nothing new reported here.  
 

• Web site and Communications Issues
• Keith reported on the situation.  Due to issues with the server we had been using, we 

had to get a new website for the Huddle which is now charlestonhuddle.com.  With 
the change in server, we have lost the ability to use the listserv that Keith had written
for our Huddle and Think Tank emails.  Having researched all the options, Keith 
proposed the following solution which the members present agreed to.  On the 
Huddle website, under the Subscribe button 
(https://www.charlestonhuddle.com/act/subscribe) you will find three email lists that 

https://www.charlestonhuddle.com/act/subscribe


you can sign up for.  (You can sign up for more than one.) 
• One will be for notifications from the Huddle, such as meeting times, events, and 

general reminders.  These emails will be sent BCC (blind carbon copy), so no one
else will see your email address.  Replying to such an email will only go to the 
administrator (Keith). 

• A second email list will be for Huddle discussions.  If you sign up for this email 
list, your email will show up in the CC (carbon copy) list.  Reply All to any such 
email will go to the whole list.  As the list changes with additions or subtractions, 
Keith will send out the new list to those who are on it.

• A third email list will be set up for the Think Tank.  This will be used for 
announcements and discussions.  Everyone's email will appear in the CC list. 
Reply All will go to everyone on the list.  As the list changes with additions or 
subtractions, Keith will send out the new list to those who are on it.

• Other issues:
• The question was asked – if a County Board member is appointed to fill a vacant 

seat, when will that seat be up for election?
• In discussing upcoming events on the calendar, particularly the Electronics 

Recycling on January 17, questions were raised about recycling other items. 
Batteries such as non-rechargable AAA, etc. can be taken to Home Depot. 
Pharmaceutical disposals – Sarah Bush pharmacy takes old drugs, Walgreens does 
once a year in the spring according to the Charleston Police Department which no 
longer takes old drugs.  Ellen will contact the Solid Waste Council about chemical 
recycling days and whether there are any plans for one.

• Ellen reported that she is still in contact with MoveOn.org for future possible Rapid 
Response events in connection with Trump and Mueller.

• Upcoming Events (check the ACT calendar for details and links 
https://www.charlestonhuddle.com/act/calendar): 

• Planting the UBI Butterfly Hotspots at Fox Ridge State Park, Tuesday, December 18,
8 a.m. - noon

• Empowerment Through the Arts: Peaceful Place Terrariums, Wednesday, December 
19, 5:00–6:00 p.m., SACIS, 825 18th Street, Suite 409, Charleston

• Coles Progressives meeting, Sunday, January 6, 3:30, Charleston Public Library

• The next Huddle meeting will be on Sunday, January 6, at 2:00 in Rotary Room A.  The 
facilitator will be Ellen Wolcott.  Suggestions/ideas for the agenda should be sent to 
Ellen at twinprimes@gmail.com.
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