
MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 4, 2019 HUDDLE/PROGRESSIVES MEETING ̈ 
 

● Next meeting will be August 18, 2019, 2:00-3:00pm, Rotary Room B.  Shelley is note 
taker/next facilitator 

● We discussed the lack of Letters to the Editor even though several have been submitted. 
Karen and Ellen discussed resubmitting theirs if they don't see it printed soon.  The group 
felt they would prefer local LTE’s, rather than some national opinion pieces we have seen 
recently.  Ellen made a Doodle Poll and the result is a new Google Doc showing who is in 
each topic.  If you write a letter and want more feedback, send it to the General Doc for 
additional comments. 

● Solar Power update:  press release soon.  The group has passed the 50,000 mark.  This 
triggers a price drop.  A lot of interest is still being shown. 

● Freedom from Religion - no update available; no upcoming meetings as far as we know 
● Reusable shopping bags - there are no current proposals.  The group discussed possible 

ways to distribute reusable bags including asking members to donate extra bags they have, 
but don't need.  Also discussed was the idea of getting local businesses to donate $ or their 
own bags for distribution.  Billy discussed getting EIU students to reduce single-use plastics 
in the dorms, cafeterias. Paper straws are available for purchase at Dollar General. 

● The upcoming Potluck was discussed.  The tentative date is September 22, 2019 pending 
reservation of a Pavillion at Morton Park.  Gary said the band is booked.  Big Blue Mountain 
Band. 

● Green Team Paris to Pittsburgh film- no update available 
● Representative John Shimkus feedback - currently none.  Ellen recommended that everyone 

continue to engage our Representatives and Senators.  At charlestonhuddle.com members 
can find a weekly checklist from Americans of Conscience.  This site also provides positive 
news and recommends acts of gratitude. 

● The group received information that there was to be a vigil outside Rodney Davis’ office on 
Tuesday, August 6th. 

● Paula spoke on how she organized the postcard party.  She has written up a document and 
is having Nikki and Kate reviewing at a draft of it. 

● The group discussed candidates for office locally.  There was possible female candidate For 
Shimkus’ seat mentioned.  Also discussed Dale Righter’s upcoming retirement from the 
state legislature and whether someone might run against Chris Miller.  We all agreed that we 
saw the power of organizing EIU students (as seen with Juan’s work in 2018).  Helping to 
register students and assisting them with any voting problems is vital.  This is especially true 
if a Democratic candidate who supports college tuition loan reduction or forgiveness as this 
will be an issue that could bring lots of young people to the voting booth.  It was also 
stressed that Dems/Progressives do NOT neglect to engage with voters that are at (or 
below) the poverty line.  We encourage all members to keep an eye out for possible 
candidates. 

 
● Global Climate Strike:  September 20-27th, 2019 led by Greta Thunberg.  This will be a 

weeklong, world-wide protest.  Shelley is contacting Dave Fopay of the TC-JG to see if the 



newspaper might run some stories on this and do some things like “daily facts” concerning 
climate change.  We would like to see the newspaper give this some major attention.  Ellen 
suggested we send Dave a copy of the “Change or Die”. 

● Finally, the group suggested that we need to find out when county board term elections will 
occur.  Which board members are up for election in the future?  How can we find the 
deadlines for county board events? 

● Don’t forget to check out charlestonhuddle.com or the  for additional information 


