
Meeting notes for Huddle – April 14, 2019
As the meeting began, there were remarks about the low turnout in the local election and the lack of 
information for potential candidates.  We then continued in accordance with the agenda.

Change or Die:

Publications do not seem to be responding.  Suggestions:

• Send to Indivisible

• Print copies to distribute at coffee shops, events, etc.

• Some upcoming events that might be relevant are the talk on climate disruption by Richard 

Whitney at the Charleston Public Library on April 23, the Earth Day Festival at Douglas Hart 
Nature Center on April 27, and Celebration at EIU.

• Rent a billboard?  How expensive would that be?

• Break into a series of letters to the editor.

Letters to the Editor Workshop

Some 6-7 topics have been set up to work on in groups in a coordinated fashion.  Health Care and 
Environment have the most people on their "teams."

County Board

• There was general agreement that we should broaden the discussion beyond the prayer issue, 

letting that issue rest for a while.  

• Rich Wandling investigated the trash burning by Unique Enterprises (Reggie Phillips' firm) on 

the edge of town.  He was told to contact the EPA.  He will investigate further.  

• It was agreed that the best way to handle Rich Shook's threatening outbursts regarding the 

prayer issue is to ask the Board to deal with his behavior privately, seeking reassurance that 
similar behavior would not be repeated.  There is no need to embarrass Mr. Shook publicly (at 
least not at this point.)  Charles will compose an appropriate letter.

• Although everyone agrees that the Lifespan Center should be accessible to senior groups in the 

community, it is a not-for-profit entity independent from the county government.  Although the 
county may contribute some funds, it is one donor among many and has no direct jurisdiction.  
Thus, it is unlikely the increased fees can be successfully addressed by the County Board.

Huddle Facebook page

There was concern about length sparring between Becky Spoon and Kevin Gaither on the page, 
especially since the page is the public face of Huddle.  No one wants to monitor this.  Annalisa 
suggested that other progressive groups have policies making every user of the Facebook page 
responsible for calling out inappropriate posts and that Huddle might adopt a similar policy.



Solarize East Central IL

We need help publicizing informational "power hours" in May, July, and August.

Journal Gazette-Times Courrier

The editor has scheduled coffee hours at JAC in Charleston and Crave in Mattoon, which some of us 
might want to attend.  (Please check Huddle Calendar -- I forgot to write down the dates and times. 
https://www.charlestonhuddle.com/act/calendar)

Next meeting:

We agreed that the next meeting should focus on long-range (and medium-range) strategy for the 
Huddle.  Please come with ideas!  The agenda structure will presumably be simple, but if you have 
ideas on how to structure the discussion, send them to me (Charles Delman).

On account of Easter, the next Huddle meeting will be on Sunday, April 28, at the usual time, 2 p.m., in
the usual place, downstairs in the Charleston Public Library.

Respectfully submitted,
Charles

https://www.charlestonhuddle.com/act/calendar

