
Huddle Notes – April 28, 2019

Eleven members were in attendance, Charles facilitated the meeting, Ellen took notes.

Letters to the Editor report:  Since February 4, 2017, there have been 520 letters in the newspaper.  Of 
these, 229 have been for progressive issues, 136 have been anti-progressive, and 155 on other issues. 
There have been 147 days when there were no letters published. 

Our discussion centered on brainstorming our goals for the Huddle – long-term, medium term, and 
short-term.  The following ideas and thoughts were brought up for consideration.  Before our meeting 
next week (May 5), we should all consider the ideas mentioned, add new ones, think of ways to 
implement our ideas with the goal of continuing the conversation and hopefully organizing the goals 
into manageable projects/plans to make them a reality.  We hope to have an overhead display to help us 
with this next week.

• Charles began with a long-term goal of completely changing our society to an eco-socialist society 
where we stop saving capitalism from itself, where we stop destroying the planet, where we stop 
exploiting others.  We need to get past the profit and growth system of capitalism, stabilize and 
eventually decrease the population, lessen our material dependence on the planet.

• Discussion on the use of the word “socialism” ensued.  While some view it as a word to stay away 
from, others push for owning the word but making sure we frame it well and create our own 
narrative of what socialism is, including public ownership of providers of basic needs.

• Some aspects of what would be involved in this total change of society – overhauling the entire 
system would be a big project.  We would have to change people's mindset on being able to jet any 
where any time.  We need to change the vision of what society should look like.  What do you want 
for your children.  More leisure time is needed (like Europeans get) – with more leisure time, we 
would not have to jet places that could be gotten to by other means such as train or boat.  We should 
not be obsessed with getting more stuff.  We need to change our culture from individualism to 
community-centered.

• Ellen brought up the Carbondale Spring plan to reimagine their city to fight the climate crisis 
(https://dailyegyptian.com/92548/news/carbondale-spring-plan-reimagines-future-of-city-combats-
climate-change/).  The plan includes ideas about food autonomy, cooperative business funds, care 
workers, and renewable energy.  The Coles Progressives committee on recycling and the 
environment have been thinking about this plan and we think a good course of action would be to do
all the legwork needed to study its feasibility for Charleston (for example, identifying empty lots 
that could be food gardens) before presenting the plan to the city counsel.  This would make our city 
more community-centered.

• Another idea we could bring before the city counsel would be addressing yard treatment poisons 
used in town.

• Also along the lines of community-centered goals is how we teach our children (this was particularly
relevant as we had just heard a presentation from Karen on her civil rights tour of the south and how 
students aren't taught this history).  Would getting more progressive people on the school board 
help?

• A medium-term goal could be taking over the school and county boards.
• Can we change our government structure? (Mattoon's form of city government is antiquated.)  
• Can we change our way of voting, for example, switching to a ranked ballot or a run-off ballot?
• We discussed the problem of the lack of local media coverage for our elections (and other news) and

not even knowing who all the candidates are.  The Coles Progressives voter guide is very helpful, 
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but cannot always cover all the candidates, especially if the candidates don't respond to the surveys 
the Progressives send out.   We talked about starting a local paper for elections, but then decided that
it should be an electronic community newspaper.  We thought it would be best to start with 
information regarding candidate filing deadlines if we're serious about trying to get more candidates 
on our ballets. Big problem – how do we get word out about an electronic newspaper and how do we
entice people to read it?

• Rich reminded us of our discussion of home rule and the pros and cons of it.  This led to talking 
about our county board and the lack of transparency.  For instance, when trying to look up the 
board's budget or find expenditure figures, the answers are not readily available.  A short-term goal 
would be to get the board to be more transparent.

• Maria mentioned Mattoon in Motion, their community-wide planning session.  This could be a good 
idea for Charleston.

• Local elections would be a short-term goal.  We should approach them not necessarily with the goal 
of winning, but with the goal of getting the issues in the spotlight.

• The Democratic party is not on our side.  Our goal is to take over the Democratic Party or join the 
Green party instead.

• We discussed finding good candidates.  While some think replacing Shimkus is not worth our effort, 
Ellen has a connection to a group who is searching for a candidate, so if we get ideas, she could 
communicate it to them.  Bob Daiber, recently a candidate for governor, was mentioned as a 
possibility. Looking closer to home, David Shupe would be a good candidate to run against Chris 
Miller.

• Several people took advantage of the Electronics recycling and Hazardous waste collections on 
Saturday.  A long-term goal is to change the products available to us so that they are safer and we 
therefore have less need for hazardous waste collections.

• Several of the above ideas have been worked on by the Coles Progressives.

The next Huddle meeting will be Sunday, May 5, from 2:00-3:00 in Rotary Room B of the Charleston 
Public Library.  Send agenda items to Ellen at twinprimes@gmail.com.  See the Huddle ACT calendar 
for other events (https://www.charlestonhuddle.com/act/calendar)
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