
Charleston Women's Huddle Meeting
June 4, 2017
Charleston Public Library

Fifteen were present for our Huddle meeting this week.

Letters to the editor - Since February 4 there have been 97 letters in the newspaper.  Of
these, 57 have been for progressive issues, 22 have been anti-progressive, and 18 have
been on other issues.  Letters are published on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.
There have been 6 days when there were no letters published, 4 of those in the last
month.  This means that if you submit a letter, it will probably be published within a
week rather than the two weeks we were seeing earlier in the year.

Keith and Ellen began by describing the March for Truth in St. Louis that they attended
on June 3.  The march was a mile long, ending at the Gateway Arch with a presentation
that included three speakers.  Over 500 people participated in the march.  It was
organized by the St. Louis Indivisible Group.  At the end of the march, they provided
postcards to send to our Senators and Representatives. (A scan of the postcard is on the
last page of this document if you would like to make your own postcards.) It was
interesting to hear that the activists there regularly meet with their elected officials at
their offices, either weekly or bi-weekly.

We next discussed the status of some of our projects.  Shortly after the Huddle Group
decided to look into creating a community garden in Charleston, there was an article in
the paper about a new community garden at the Coles County Health Department.
Several Huddle members have seen the garden and said there is room for expansion.  If
you enjoy gardening and helping others to learn to garden, this could be an opportunity
to connect with others and promote our frame that we all need to look out for each other.

We briefly went over the history of our Freedom Cities Initiative.  Karen Clausing has a
contact at Lake Land College that can go over international student policies with her
which can help with our approach to the Police Department there.  Likewise, we hope to
get similar information from EIU.  Our Think Tank group will then help us with framing
our approach to law enforcement agencies regarding their policies in dealing with ICE
agents.

We mentioned a possible community dinner at some point, again as a way of connecting
with others in the community.

We had talked before about having Doris Nordeen give a public presentation on
immigration issues in Charleston.  She has a short video that she made of personal
stories of immigrants in Charleston.  We then wondered if we could also hear about how



ICE works throughout the country.  This morphed into the idea of having a regular
speaker series for the public on many issues.  A screening of the movie “Gasland” by
Josh Fox was also suggested.  Paula is going to check with the library to see if we can
get and show this film.  Be thinking of topics that would be of general interest, that
concern everyone and are non-partisan. We want to draw in the biconceptual voters that
George Lakoff describes in Don't Think of an Elelphant. 

We talked quite a bit about our local representatives, Reggie Phillips and Dale Righter.
They are both open to having a town hall together, late July at the earliest.  Righter
especially seemed interested in a town hall and he would arrange it.  We should be on
top of this and be prepared with questions.  We discussed possible legal issues that
should be looked into.  Phillips has only one office and that is in Robinson, though it
seems that he sees constituents at his Unique Homes business.  He claims that he's
saving the state money.  Sue Kaufman volunteered to look into his account to see if he's
giving the money alloted to him back to the state or not.  Righter has used his franking
privileges to send out 10,130 copies of a postcard for Dale Righter's Senior Health Fair
at the Lifespan Center.  It makes it seem like he cares about our healthcare when he
really doesn't.  Karen Clausing plans to address this posturing in a letter to the editor.
We briefly thought about picketing the event, but decided that we would appear to be
anti-healthcare.

The Reflect & Resist Think Tank group had a great first meeting.  Having read Lakoff's 
works, we are working to form frames for our values.  We will share these frames and 
ideas with the group to help us speak and write in ways that may help biconceptual 
people be more liberal than conservative.  For now we can say that you shouldn't 
reinforce the conservative ideas by using their words – we need our own frame.  If we 
just negate their frame, it repeats their words.  Try not to use anger, but approach your 
topic from a common interest.  If you are interested in joining the Think Tank, even 
remotely from your home, send an gmail email address to Keith or Ellen 
(twinprimes@gmail.com) and you will get an invite to the Google Doc where we are 
collecting our ideas.

A new topic was brought up by Marzee – fracking in southern Illinois.  She is going to 
send us several articles on it that we will post on the ACT site and the Charleston 
Women's Huddle Facebook page.  Marzee has volunteered to let us know who we can 
write to or call to protest fracking.

It is clear that there will be more protests, demonstrations, rallies, and marches in our 
future.  Sue Kaufman voiced some concern over having legal allies ready in case any of 
us face arrest.  Maria volunteered to contact Steve Ferguson, Judy Baker, and Paul 
Wieck about this.  Several other lawyers names were mentioned that we may also 
contact.  Also, we should all download the ACLU guide at 

mailto:twinprimes@gmail.com


https://www.dropbox.com/s/5wfjsvdwc0wlpgs/KnowYourRights_protests.pdf

Upcoming Events (check the ACT calendar for details 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar): 

• PFLAG meeting on Monday, June 5, 6:00-8:00, Charleston Public Library
• Equality March for Unity and Pride on Sunday, June 11, various locations.   See 

http://www.equalitymarch2017.org/participating-cities/ for more information.  
(Currently, the closest marches are in Chicago and Indianapolis.)

• Reflect & Resist Discussion Group on Sunday, June 11, 6:00-7:00, County Market

Next full Huddle meeting Sunday, June 25, 2:00-3:00  in Rotary Room A at the 
Charleston Public Library.

Reminder -
Call the AMC theatre in Mattoon at 217-234-8900, press 0 to skip the menu and get an 
associate, and request that they bring “An Inconvenient Sequel” to the theatre when it 
comes out on July 28.

http://www.equalitymarch2017.org/participating-cities/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5wfjsvdwc0wlpgs/KnowYourRights_protests.pd



