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Thirteen were present for our Huddle meeting this week.

Since February 4 there have been 88 letters in the newspaper.  Of these, 53 have been for
progressive issues, 18 have been anti-progressive, and 17 have been on other issues. 
Keep up the good work!

Report on Shimkusfest traveling desk on May 5 – At least 55 people showed up for the 
traveling desk.  The district aide, Deb Detmers, had never seen such a big crowd.  A lot 
of opinions were voiced, mostly in displeasure with the job Shimkus was doing.  (This 
was the day after TrumpDontCare was passed by the House.)  Deb took many notes.  
The crowd voted on issues to simplify Deb data collecting.  Shirley Bell posted this 
report:

I wanted to update the folks who couldn't attend Friday's meeting with Shimkus' 

Traveling Help Desk so that we all know what was at least addressed and how Shimkus 

handles our concerns. If anyone remembers other issues I forgot to include, please add 

them so that our collective memory is truly collective! The 55 people packing the room 

(His rep said "We've never had a crowd this size. Ever.") addressed in some form the 

following issues:

Shimkus' Yes Vote on the new Health Insurance Bill--lots on this since the vote was 

Thursday and one important thing on this is that Rauner & Shimkus talked prior to the 

vote because Rauner knows he's got millions of people (actually 3,060,516-KFF Feb 

2017) on Medicaid and CHIP;

Trump's Transportation Cuts to Amtrak & AES;

Trump's EPA Cuts: Detailed, strong Qs about Shimkus' views on renewables, climate 

change, clean power;

Trump's HHS Cuts: Whether Shimkus supports the cuts for physician and nurse training 

which his district desperately needs, cuts to Low Income Home Energy Assistance 

Program--helped 334,191, in IL pay their power bill, Community Services Block Grant--

provides Meals on Wheels and After School Programs;

The Stupid Wall; The Unconstitutional Travel Ban; Refugee policy; Deportation and 



Detainment at airports; sanctuary cities; charter schools and vouchers; commonsense 

gun laws; the steps that lead to fascist rule; the Repub party's concern for business at 

the expense of the people they're supposed to serve; racism; separation of church and 

state; abortion; the closing of the GE plant in Mattoon; Shimkus' efforts to invest in job 

training for the jobs of the future & re-training for displaced workers; sidewalk repair 

& access issues for people with disabilities; Shimkus' refusal to do a town hall; the 

timing of this meeting and future ones; and more.

His Rep. Deb Detmers is supposed to ask him our Qs and get back to us via email with 

his answers (she took all our names and email addresses). 

Additional issues: Agricultural issues and legalizing growing hemp; war on drugs - 

Shimkus won't support legalizing marijuana; is Shimkus going to protect us from a crazy

president; what about Planned Parenthood; Shimkus answers to us not Trump. The 

crowd voted in favor of a number of issues not yet mentioned - seeing Trump's taxes, 

keeping internet privacy, funding PBS, library and museum funding. Also LBGTQ issues

and rights. The proposal to radically change funding and regulations regarding public 

schools and privatizing education. Children with disabilities and English as second 

language learners are not mentioned in proposal at all.

Freedom Cities Initiative update – Maria sent a follow-up letter to the Coles County 

Sheriff's Department and the Charleston Police department with the newspaper clippings

of the ICE raids in Champaign that took place shortly after we met with them. She heard

back from the Charleston Police Chief Baker.  He seemed to think that we 

misunderstood what he said about ICE agents operating nearby.  Sace is waiting to hear 

from a contact at EIU before we contact the EIU Police Department.  It was suggested 

that we also contact the EIU Diversity Office for information on policies concerning 

immigrant students.  Karen Clausing will ask Lake Land about their policies before we 

address their police department.  

Other projects : Community garden idea – This group has not yet had a chance to meet. 
It was mentioned that an AmeriCorp intern would be in Charleston and that perhaps they
could help with this project like the AmeriCorp interns did in Mattoon.  Marta also 



invited a woman who has experience with community gardens to address their group in 
June.  

Report on networking with other groups – Ellen has contacted 20 groups about forming 
a network for the exchange of ideas and working on the common goal of replacing 
Shimkus with Spoerer.  She sent them the transcript from our town hall and offered the 
loan of our Shimkus “empty chair” poster.  So far, there have been four positive 
responses showing some interest.  Ellen has also contacted these groups about the think 
tank idea.  (See below.)

Report on Reflect & Resist discussion group (See full report at 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/action5.php) The discussion group briefly 
discussed the articles on immigration that had been assigned. One idea that came out of 
the discussion group was a possible public event on immigration with a presentation by 
Doris Nordeen.  Doris has a video that she has made of local immigrant stories.  We are 
waiting to see what dates she can give a presentation and whether the library venue 
would be available.  The role of the Huddle Group would be mostly to advertise the 
event to the public.  

For our next discussion group, we are going to read George Lakoff's book 
Don't Think of An Elephant.  We'd like to form our own think tank to come up with a list
of words and phrases that we should avoid and ones that we should use. For example, 
the one that Charles mentioned in an email – say “Environmental Protection Agency” 
rather than “EPA”. We need as many of us as possible, especially those good with 
words, to help out on this. We should share our ideas with other groups in our district. 
This will impact many of the projects that we do – letters to the editor, protest signs, 
speaking with our representatives, talking to law enforcement, connecting with voters. 
The next discussion group/think tank is scheduled for Sunday, May 21, 6:00 p.m., place 
to be determined, most likely the conference room in County Market.

March for Truth – national march demanding the truth about Russian ties with Trump.  
This is scheduled on June 3.  We decided that a larger demonstration would be more 
meaningful than a small, local one.  Currently, the closest one is in St. Louis.  We will 
watch to see if a closer one is planned.  There was some interest in going to St. Louis if a
closer one is not found.

Event at Dale Righter's office (88 Broadway, Mattoon) on Thursday, June 1, 10 a.m.: 
This will be a topic at the think tank discussion session on May 21.  We need to decide 
whether a demonstration there would be good or bad publicity for Righter.  

Witness Slip Project – Marzee explained how to register at my.ilga.gov to be able to 
submit witness slips to voice your stance on bill that come up in the Illinois house.  The 

https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/action5.php


witness slips are time sensitive – you must know when the bill that you're interested in is
coming up for a vote in order to submit your slip at the right time.  For now, if one of us 
knows of an important issue, we will try to post it on the Charleston Women's Huddle 
Actions Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/groups/1254731671282701/)

Upcoming Events (check the ACT calendar for details 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar): 

• Shimkus at EIU on Monday May 15 - cancelled
• Springfield Pridefest on Saturday, May 20
• Immigrant Presentation on Sunday, May 21, 9:30-10:30 a.m. at Wesley United 

Methodist Church on South 4th Street
• Reflect & Resist Discussion Group on Sunday, May 21
• Dale Righter's Office on Thursday, June 1
• March for Truth on Saturday, June 3

Next meeting Sunday, June 4, 2:00-3:00  in the Conference Room at the Charleston 
Public Library (2nd floor)

Reminder -
Call the AMC theatre in Mattoon at 217-234-8900, press 0 to skip the menu and get an 
associate, and request that they bring “An Inconvenient Sequel” to the theatre when it 
comes out on July 28.


