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Sixteen were present for our Huddle meeting this week.

First, we all gave ourselves a pat on the back for our fantastic town hall meeting.

Our letters to the editor campaign continues to be very successful.  Since February 4, 73
letters have appeared in the newspaper.  Of these, 43 have been for progressive issues,
14 have been anti-progressive, and 16 have been on other issues.  

Action #5 Reflect and Resist report.  Seven of us met last Monday (April 24) for an hour
or so to discuss black and brown girls matter and homelessness.  See the report on the 
Huddle page https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/huddle under “Fifth Action 
Huddle Third Discussion on Homelessness”. The next Reflect and Resist discussion 
group will be on We Belong Together.  See the “ACTION FIVE CONTINUED” box on 
the Huddle site for a link to the articles.  We will meet in Rotary Room B on Tuesday, 
May 9, 6:30-7:30 for this discussion.

Women's March Actions: Action #7 We Belong Together 
(https://www.womensmarch.com/webelongtogether) Action #8 Let's Talk: Why We 
Resist (https://www.womensmarch.com/whyweresist). Action #9 May Day: Beyond the 
Moment (https://www.womensmarch.com/). For a list of all actions, see Take Action tab 
at https://www.womensmarch.com/.

Brainstorming – Before we began brainstorming, Ellen had some prepared remarks:

 When we formed this Huddle Group in February, we collected our concerns and 
we brainstormed ideas.  This was the original intent of the Women's March Organization
for the Huddles.  We have taken it so much further.  I don't think that they imagined the 
Huddles would continue acting together.  I thought the Huddles were the start of a 
grassroots organization.  That's what we've become.  We made it our goal to carry out 
the 10 actions.  Action 3 was contacting our elected officials.  We didn't just do this once
– we wrote, called, and gathered at Shimkus office.  We wrote and called some more, 
then had a town hall without him.  And this week, we will flood his traveling help desk.  
Action 4 was A Day Without a Woman and we staged a rally in Charleston.  Action 5 is 
the Reflect and Resist study group.  We've met three times now and I hope we continue 
to meet.  

We've reached the 100 day mark.  The 10th Action has not been announced yet.  
Actions 7, 8, and 9 have all been thrown at us in the last two weeks.  Frankly, I'm 
disappointed in the way the Women's March has handled the actions, but I understand 

https://www.womensmarch.com/
https://www.womensmarch.com/webelongtogether


that organizing is a hard thing to do.  I think it's up to us now to carry forth.  The 
question is, what do we want to do. Looking back at the notes from our first meeting, 
many of our concerns involved our government – ensuring voting rights, overturning 
Citizens United, equality for all, protecting our planet.  We also envisioned reaching out 
to our fellow citizens by finding common grounds and obtaining social justice for 
everyone.  

To me, I see a two-pronged attack.  We need to get Trump and those that support 
him out of office.  That means we should concentrate on Shimkus.  We're doing a good 
job of giving him an earful, but we need to do more.  We need to support Carl Spoerer 
and the sooner the better.  We can't wait for another candidate to enter the contest – there
might not be another candidate. From what I saw at the town hall meeting, I think he's 
our man.  He may not be a polished politician, but I think that's in his favor.  We need to 
reach out to other towns in our district and convince voters there that Shimkus does not 
have their best interests at heart and that Spoerer does.

The second prong of the attack is to address local issues. As an example, we've 
already started by addressing the ICE issue with local law enforcement.  Last week, our 
Reflect and Resist group discussed homelessness and runaways, and the session before 
we discussed poverty.  We would like to research these issues more thoroughly at the 
local level and see if there's a way we can help.  I think that Actions 7-9 will provide 
resources for our Reflect & Resist study groups.  There are so many issues that we can 
be educated on.  The study group is a good way to do this together.  The study group 
may provide us with ideas for actions.  Also, it would be nice if we could address 
Illinois' own particular problems (Rauner & Madigan).  There are so many issues to 
address – we have to choose wisely so that we don't get overwhelmed.  We have to pace 
ourselves.  But at the same time, we have to keep our momentum so that we don't lose 
focus and interest.  We have a great group of people here, with many talents and 
resources.  We've done remarkable things already. Let's keep those ideas coming.

Ideas that we discussed:
• Brenda told us about the 100 Caring Women of Coles County.  This group meets 

four times a year.  At each meeting, three agencies present their case for deserving
funding.  The women vote on which agency to support and everyone writes them 
a check for $100.  For example, at their last meeting, the Children's Advocacy 
Center (CAC) won the vote and received a $2300 donation.

• We learned from Brenda that Coles County has the highest rate of food insecurity 
in Illinois.  Martha brought up the idea of a community garden plot in Charleston. 
Mattoon has one assisted by AmeriCorp.  Helping with a community garden 
would be an opportunity for us to reach out to others beyond our group.

• Bringing in Mike Gillespie to talk to us about poverty.
• Bringing in Doris Nordeen to talk to us about immigration issues.
• Suggestion to create a “Did you know” website for information about local help 



agencies. 
• Continuing with our ACLU Freedom Cities initiative.  
• Supporting Carl Spoerer financially by sharing his donation site.
• Supporting Carl Spoerer by helping other communities in our district hold town 

hall meetings.

Actions we will take:
• Maria is sending a follow up letter to the Coles County Sheriff's Department and 

the Charleston Police department with the newspaper clippings of the ICE raids in
Champaign that took place shortly after we met with them.  We decided that 
before we take more action with law enforcement, we will first determine what 
policies are in place at EIU for foreign students (Sace will look into this) and also 
get input from them and other immigrants before further addressing the law 
enforcement agencies.  Also, we should approach Charleston City Manager Scott 
Smith. The city sets the policies that the police department must follow.

• Continue our letters to the editor.  In addition to letters against Shimkus we should
also have letters supporting Carl Spoerer.  It would be good if letters address 
issues that affect everyone's health and well-being for broader appeal. Also, we 
should send our letters to all the newspapers in our district.  We will provide a list 
of these newspapers on the ACT site shortly

• Judy will send Keith a list of support agencies for the “Did you know” website.
• Ellen will contact other groups in our district about holding town hall meetings. 

She will provide the transcript from our town hall and offer our help (and our 
wonderful cutout of Shimkus) if it is wanted in holding a town hall.  

• Cynthia will ask Doris Nordeen from the Newman Center about talking about 
immigration issues at our next Huddle meeting.

• Karen told us about an event on May 21, 9:30-10:30 at the Wesley Methodist 
Church on 4th Street in Charleston.  Reverend Garcia from Peoria will give a 
presentation on what immigrants face in our state and then have a Q&A session.

• Cynthia, Martha, and Brian will look into what needs to be done to start a 
community garden in Charleston.

• A member of Shimkus' staff will be in Charleston on Friday, May 5th, from 10-
11:30 a.m. at the Charleston City Hall (520 Jackson Avenue).  We should fill the 
office.

• Call the AMC theatre in Mattoon at 217-234-8900, press 0 to skip the menu and 
get an associate, and request that they bring “An Inconvenient Sequel” to the 
theatre when it comes out on July 28.



Upcoming events - (check the ACT calendar for details 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar): Keep Families Together March in 
Bloomington on May 1, EqualityCon 2017 on May 6, Reflect & Resist Discussion 
Group on May 9.  Check the ACT calendar for details 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar  

Our next meeting is Saturday, May 13, 2:00-3:00 p.m. in  Rotary Room B.  
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