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Seventeen were present for our Huddle meeting this week.

Our letters to the editor campaign continues to be very successful.  Since February 4, 63
letters have appeared in the newspaper.  Of these, 35 have been positive for our issues,
13 have been negative, and 15 have been on other issues.  Also, there were two articles
about our Huddle group and Town Hall meeting in the newspaper.

Keith and Ellen reported on the Solidarity March that they attended in Danville on
Saturday, April 15.  Forty-nine people gathered at the start, where several people spoke.
We then marched with our signs and chanting for a mile to downtown Danville.  The
crowd grew to 75 there as we listened to seven speakers there, including one of the
organizers, a Christian gay man, a Hispanic mother and daughter, a Native American
man, a Muslim woman, and an African-American man.  We heard stories of injustices,
but also voices for change.  It was uplifting to see people banding together to fight
injustices and stand together in solidarity.  

Action #5 Reflect and Resist report.  Five of us met last Wednesday (April 12) for an 
hour or so to discuss poverty.  See the report on the Huddle page 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/huddle  under “Fifth Action Huddle Second 
Discussion on Poverty”. The next Reflect and Resist discussion group will be on Black 
and Brown Girls Matter.  See the “ACTION FIVE CONTINUED” box on the Huddle 
site for a link to the articles.  We will meet in Rotary Room B on Monday, April 24, 
6:30-7:30 for this discussion.

Freedom City actions – Several of us met with the Charleston Sheriff's Department, the 
Charleston Police Department, and the Mattoon Police Department.  The Sheriff's 
Department and Mattoon Police Department were receptive, the Charleston Police 
Department was dismissive. See the report in the box about ACLU Freedom Cities  at 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/huddle.

The National Women's March Actions website still list Action 6 as Hear Our Vote, but 
they also have actions for Black and Brown Girls Matter and Women for Syria (day of 
action, 4-13). See the Take Action tab at https://www.womensmarch.com/ for the 
Women's March Actions. 

Plans for “Voices From Illinois' 15th Congressional District”, our town hall meeting, 
were finalized.  The Town Hall is Wednesday, April 19, 6:00-7:30 p.m.  The set up crew 
needs to be there at 5:30 sharp to clear the tables and set up 136 chairs. We went through

https://www.womensmarch.com/


the format of the meeting.  There will be tables by the entrance doors with handouts on 
Shimkus' voting record, Spoerer's biography, and healthcare information.  Those wishing
to sign up to voice their concern/question will go to the sign up table, where Paula will 
take their name and city and give them a number.  Nikki and Jane will take notes of the 
meeting.  Karen Armstrong will live stream it on Facebook.  Paula will time the 
speakers.  Ellen will start the meeting at 6:00 with an explanation of how the town hall 
came about.  She will introduce the moderator, Gail Mason, who will explain the rules 
and give brief biographies of the invited speakers.  Audience members with numbers 
will line up a few at a time at a designated spot by a microphone.  They will have up to 
two minutes to speak.  If a question is directed to Spoerer or he wishes to respond to 
what was asked of Shimkus, he will have up to two minutes to speak. When it is close to
7:30, Spoerer will have two minutes to make a closing statement.  

We went over the list of questions that we know of so far.  Huddle members who are 
planning to ask a question are urged to be there early to sign up.  Members of the set up 
crew can sign up as soon as they arrive. Here is the list:

Violence Against Women – Erin Walters 
Disabilities and Medicaid waiver program – Nikki Davidson 
Immigrants/Refugees/Undocumented People/Deportations – Barbara Lawrence 
Healthcare – Karen Clausing 
Reproductive Healthcare/Planned Parenthood – Jenny White
Women’s Issues/GOP Anti-Women Agenda – Bonnie Buckley 
LGBTQ – Donna Hudson or someone else from PFLAG
Environment – Ellen Wolcott 
Budgets/Effects on cuts to Medicare/Social Security/agriculture – Charles Delman 
Budget and Effects on Climate Change – Joanne Crawford 
Russian Connections/Issues with Trump Administration – Cynthia Adams
Internet Privacy – Keith Wolcott 
Education/Privatization – Kathy Hummel
Military spending—Brian Reardon

There are a lot of events coming up in the next two weeks - March for Science, 
Democrat Carnivale, Illinois Women March on Springfield, Walk A Mile in Her Shoes, 
The New Fracking, Illinois Teachout. Check the ACT calendar for details 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar  

Our next meeting is Sunday, April 30, 2:00-3:00 p.m. in  Rotary Room B.  

https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar

