
                                                        Minutes of Oct. 7, 2018 Huddle Meeting

Letters to the Editor:  Since Feb. 4, 2017 there have been ____ letters in the newspaper.  Of these, ___ have been 

progressive, ___anti-progressive, and ___other issues.  Letters are published on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.  

There have been ___days when there were no letters published. ***Get numbers from Ellen.  

Twelve were present for the meeting.  Peter will lead the next meeting on Oct. 21st.  

Possible dates for the presentation by Nicholas Gordon of New Prairie Construction, Marcus Ricci’s contact, set for our 

Nov. 11th meeting with Dec. 2nd as alternative.  Also, energy related…Paula told us about the Progressives’ “Future Energy 

Conversation” program scheduled for Oct. 22nd at Sarah Bush Lincoln Education Center from 6 – 8 pm (5:30 for 

refreshments).  They are inviting Coles Together, local mayors, city & county officials.  A good turnout of local citizens 

would show the officials that there is support in the community for renewable energy.     

Coles County Health Dept. family planning program was revisited.  Barbara brought an email from journalist Sue 

Kaufman to our attention that suggests further investigation appears to be warranted.  See email for web links & relevant

questions.  Paula & Annalisa went to the Better Government meeting so know about FOI requests.  Paula & Karen raised 

concerns about the availability of birth control to low income residents in our county.  We will see what information we 

can gather.  Anything healthcare-related can strengthen our support in the community.

While I agree with Bryan that budget problems have to be laid on the proper door step, I think there's more to 
this issue than meets the eye. I've read and reread the threads on the Coles County Health Department, and 
continue to be concerned that we don't have all the pieces. The attached explains a tad more. This issue raises
a lot of questions for me re: access to family planning in our County.

Here are a few questions I'm curious about with this Coles Health Department issue:

1. How many years did the Coles County Health Department apply for the

grant? a. What were those years?

2. Who is/was involved in making the decision to apply for the grant?

a. How many people were served each year the grant was awarded?

i. What was the breakout? 1. Low-income women? 2. Teenagers?

ii. Were those served also eligible through Medicaid? 1. How many of those served were EIU 
students? 2. How many were teenagers NOT enrolled in EIU? How many were high-school age or 
younger? 

iii. What were the family planning services provided? What was  the sliding fee scale? 1. Did 
any of these services provide access to affordable birth control, and abortion counseling?

Thoughts: Something isn't adding up to me here: If I were still a working journalist, I'd probably want 
to speak with some of the folks on the board at that time... (The board isn't listed. The last minutes on 
the website are from 2015.) And, perhaps I'd want to FOIA for the public records and reports available
concerning the operations of the grants that were awarded. Just where does one go for family 
planning help in Coles County? Links on Family Planning, including Planned Parenthood, are on the 



state site, but NOT on the county health department site. NOTES: Diana Stenger succeeded Cathie 
Reynolds as administrator in Aug. 2014. - JG-TC 07.31.14 The Family Planning Title X Page of the 
IDHS is well worth reading! Judy Looby provided the URL: http://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?
item=30514 On its first page it clearly states “service is not denied due to inability to pay

If you follow the directions on where to find family planning information In Coles County, you are referred back 
to the Coles County Health Department. The Health Department does NOT have a reference to Family 
Planning on its website! On its STD testing page it does say that condoms are still available free. It appears 
that the Title X Family Grant is a federal grant, if I'm reading this right. (https://www.hhs.gov/opa/title-x-family-
planning/index.html) (For some reason I can open this in Judy's original post, but when I copy and paste it 
here, I've not been able to open it, so I'd suggest using Judy's post in the thread.)

Huddle actions were reviewed & discussed at length.  All agreed our Letters to the Editor, Candidate Forum, & Town Hall 

have been very successful.  Speaker’s Series were good topics, but poorly attended so we will bring speakers to our 

Huddle meetings & refocus our outreach efforts in other directions for better results.  Charles suggested we increase our 

effectiveness with alliances of other like-minded groups…rural to urban connections. Groups like 350.org & League of 

Women Voters were also mentioned.  (Example:  Lona thought list of phone #s for Senators on Judiciary Comm. was 

helpful & could be circulated via a network.)  We could invite Corrine Joyner to our meeting to talk about local alliances.  

Charles also suggested we need to think longer term with repeated voter registration efforts (Juan registered over 650 

recently at EIU.), finding good candidates & petition drives to get them on the ballot, and being visible.   Protests & rallies

at Morton Park raise awareness of our presence in the community & can be first contact points for others wanting to get 

involved.  Tea Party strategy started locally with school boards, city & county government and grew from there.

Efforts to encourage turnout on Election Day were discussed.  Charles will appear as Uncle Sam at EIU to encourage 

students to vote.  Talked about doing “Have you voted?” signs.  Idea needs more discussion.

Shimkus was a “no show” this week at the Danville Candidates’ Forum he apparently agreed to attend.

Bonnie told us about the “Women’s Wave” in Washington, DC planned for Sat. Jan. 19th, 2019.  She took names of those 

interested & will look into getting a Rally bus from Charleston for the event.

Next meeting, Sunday, Oct. 21st at 2pm in Rotary Room B.  Send agenda items to Peter & Holly Andrews.

 

Upcoming events (check the ACT calendar & events pages for details & links at 

https://teamwolcottcycling.comactcalendar and https://teamwolcottcycling.com/act/events.)

Oct. 13th 8-11 a.m. Charleston Hunger Hike at Morton Park

Oct. 13th 9 a.m. March to the Polls at Grant Park, Chicago.  http://womens121marchonchicago.org/faqs/ 

Oct. 16th 5:30-7:30 p.m. Candidate Forum at the Unique Suites Hotel sponsored by Charleston &     Mattoon Chambers of 

Commerce

Oct. 22nd 5:30-8 p.m.  Future Energy Conversation at SBLHC Ed. Center sponsored by Coles Progressives.

Oct. 25th 6:30-8 p.m. Candlelight Vigil at Morton Park sponsored by Hope of East Central Illinois

Nov. 2nd 4-7:30 p.m.  Harvest Dinner at Mattoon Moose Lodge 803 Banquet Hall, 1212 Broadway, Mattoon

https://teamwolcottcycling.comactcalendar/
http://womens121marchonchicago.org/faqs/
https://teamwolcottcycling.com/act/events

