
Huddle Meeting Notes for Sept. 9, 2018   

Letters to the editor:  Since Feb. 4, 2017, there have been 383 letters in the newspaper.  Of these, 173 

have been for progressive issues, 91 have been anti-progressive and 119 have been on other issues.  

Letters are published on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays.  There have been 83 days when there were 

no letters published.

Nine were present for the meeting.  Ellen volunteered to take notes for this meeting.  Kevin will lead the 

next meeting providing that he can make it.  If not, Karen will lead it again.

Candidates’ Forum calls to Mattoon/Charleston Chambers of Commerce to inquire why Shimkus & 

Gaither are not being invited to the forum: Karen called several times and either no one answered or no 

one gave her information.  Huddle members are encouraged to keep contacting the Chambers -  

Chamber of Commerce phones are 235-5661 for Mattoon & 345-7041 or message them/comment on 

their Facebook pages.

Update of individual efforts for midterm election: Keith and Ellen continue to work on Shirley Bell's 

campaign. Karen has talked to the Charleston and Mattoon High Schools about getting students to vote.  

She was encouraged that CHS works with the County Clerk to make sure students know about 

registering.  Likewise, there is a teacher active at MHS working to register students.  Karen's letter about 

voting was published in the EIU Den.  She will check with Lake Land later this week.  Several of us 

mentioned supporting Betsy Londrigan's campaign since she has a much better chance of replacing Davis

than we have for replacing Shimkus.  Maria and Kathy both volunteer at the Coles County Democratic 

HQ.  More volunteers are needed to work 2-hour shifts there.  Possible jobs there include working the 

desk answering questions, making phone calls to contact voters, handing out yard signs.  They will also 

need canvassers and people to place doorhangers (no knocking required).  To volunteer, call Donna 

Wieck at 217-251-6461 or email colesdems@gmail.com.  Paula reported that the Coles Progressives 

have set up a texting reminder about voting in conjunction with the Rise For Climate Power Our Planet 

event yesterday (9-8-18).  If people text 31996, they will be signed up to received reminders to vote for 

climate conscious candidates several times before the election.  As this was a non-partisan event, 

specific candidates cannot be mentioned, but the reminders will just get voters to think about climate 

issues.  Corrine Joyner of the League of Women Voters is setting up two voter registration events  on  

September 25, one at Tarble from 10:30-3:00 and the other at the Charleston Library from 5:00-7:00.  

Volunteers are needed to help at these events. Contact Maria for more information.  Concern was voiced

over a lack of events for registering Mattoon voters since Mattoon is the largest city in Coles County.  

Kathy reminded us that at Lake Land College, every Wednesday from 11:00-1:00 there are no classes 

scheduled and tables are set up for student activity time in the student center.  This would be a place to 

set up a registration table.

Update on presentation by Marcus on solar energy: no update yet

Review Huddle Actions, Discussion, Future Plan: Didn't get to this.  Will focus on this at the next meeting.

Other Business: Paula reported on the Rise For Climate Power Our Planet event.  It was a great success.  

There were tons of kids there and plenty of parents who got to hear and see the presentations about 

solar and wind power.  A Listening Session is being planned for residents of Coles County to voice their 

visions on how our county can use renewable resources.  The Huddle will receive an email about when 

and where this will take place once it is arranged.
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An update on the AMC Theatre situation - “Death of A Nation” only played for one week.  Several 

members called AMC to voice disapproval of their choice of movies for our area.  What we learned was 

that the local manager has no say in what movies they get.  They have a booking company that decides 

what to send.  There are a certain number of undesirable movies that the booking company has to find 

screens for and apparently, “Death of a Nation” was one of those movies. 

The question came up as to whether the Huddle should have members attend local city council meetings

and county board meetings.

The March to the Polls event in Chicago on October 13 is to celebrate first time voters and inspire voter 

turnout. We couldn't find such an event closer to Charleston.  Should Charleston have such an event?

Upcoming events (check the ACT calendar & events pages for details & links at

https://teamwolcottcycling.com/actcalendar and https://teamwolcottcycling.com/act/events.

Sept. 17th 6-8 p.m. BGA Watchdog Training at EIU Buzzard Hall Auditorium

Sept. 22nd 4-6 p.m. GSD Center Family Weekend at EIU Stevenson Hall

Sept. 29th 8 a.m. SACIS Take Back the Day 5K Walk/Run at Sister City Park

Oct. 13th   9 a.m.  March to the Polls 2018 in Chicago beginning at Grant Park 

Oct. 16th 5:30-7:30 p.m. Candidates’ Forum/Charleston-Mattoon Chambers of Commerce

Next meeting, Sunday, Sept. 23 at 2pm in Rotary Room B. Send agenda items to Kevin at 

khoferer@gmail.com.
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