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• Letters to the editor - Since February 4, 2017 there have been 355 letters in the 
newspaper.  Of these, 159 have been for progressive issues, 82 have been anti-
progressive, and 113 have been on other issues.  Letters are published on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays.  There have been 61 days when there were no letters 
published.  Because of the summer season or burnout, we noted the lack of letters to the 
editor.  We discussed the difficulty in narrowing in on a topic with so many issues to 
address.  The attack on the ACA protection on pre-existing conditions and the failure of 
the tax bill were mentioned as two good current topics.

• Speaker Series – Dr. Ed Weisbart, Medicare For All.  Karen has done a great job of 
coordinating with SBLHC to secure the venue and needed equipment
• Scheduled for June 20, 6:30 at SBLHC
• Advertising – keep putting up flyers

• Angela Griffin – At the last meeting we had discussed asking Angela Griffin of Coles 
Together to come speak with us to learn our vision of Coles County's economic future.  
Since the threat of a coal plant does not seem imminent, we decided to put this idea on 
hold until after the November elections.  

• Johna Von Behrens had asked if the Huddle wanted to hear about her ideas for the  
anniversary of women's suffrage and exhibits in Coles County.  We decided that the 
Huddle's energies were needed elsewhere, but Ellen will pass on the suggestion that 
Johna contact women's groups in Coles County, the EIU Women's Studies department, 
and the Coles County Historical Society.

• Campaign help – We decided that rather than endorsing any particular candidates, the 
Huddle members should help out the candidates that they support, either financially or 
by volunteering for them. Members of the Huddle should feel free to inform the Huddle 
members of opportunities to help candidates, either through the Huddle email list 
(huddle@teamwolcottcycling.com) or the Charleston Huddle Facebook page.

• Paula reminded us of an event coming up, the Watchdog Training in Champaign om 
June 27.  This training session is designed to teach us how to keep an eye on 
government and find out what’s happening in our community. In this training, experts 
will help us understand government, the Open Meetings Act and the Freedom of 
Information Act.  This could be a good program to bring to Charleston.

• Upcoming Events (check the ACT calendar for details and links 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar): 

• Walk w/ Team Shirley Bell in the Neoga Days Parade, Saturday, June 16, 3:00-5:00 
p.m., Neoga

• Empowerment through the Arts: The Power of Words, Friday, June 22, 5:00-6:00 
p.m., SACIS
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• Watchdog Training, Wednesday, June 27, 6:00–8:00 p.m., Champaign Public Library

• The next Think Tank meeting is set for Sunday, June 24, at 1:30 in the  Conference 
Room.  The next Huddle meeting will be on Sunday, July 8, at 2:00, room to be 
announced.


