
Huddle Meeting Report
June 3, 2018

Sixteen of us were present for the meeting.  

• Letters to the editor - Since February 4, 2017 there have been 350 letters in the 
newspaper.  Of these, 157 have been for progressive issues, 81 have been anti-
progressive, and 111 have been on other issues.  Letters are published on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays.  There have been 59 days when there were no letters 
published.  There have been no letters published since our last meeting.

• Speaker Series – Dr. Ed Weisbart, Medicare For All
• Scheduled for June 20, 6:30 at SBLHC
• Advertising – Karen will ask SBLHC if they will put up our flyers.  Forty flyers were

brought to the meeting which members took to distribute.  Ellen will send out a list 
to the Huddle of where flyers have typically been posted and where people have said 
they will post them.  Karen will take a flyer into the Journal Gazette and see if they 
will do a write up.  Ellen will submit the event to the newspapers calendar.  Paula 
will ask Jenny about WEIU radio, Maria will check into WCIA radio, Karen will 
check with WMCI radio, April will check with Effingham radio, Kathy will share the
event with the Coles County Retired Teachers group.  Huddle members can print 
their own copies of the flyer to post – ask at churches and workplaces about posting 
it.  Making a small stack of ½ sheet flyers to leave at drugstores was suggested.

• Johna Von Behrens – anniversary of women's suffrage.  Ellen had received the following
request from Johna Von Behrens:
Since the 100 anniversary of the 19th amendment is in 1.5 yrs, I would like to 
get local libraries and historical societies together to do exhibits. There are 
national exhibits and events being planned now. An example exhibit could be women 
from Coles County that participated in the suffrage or those that voted in 1920. I would 
like to do a wonder women exhibit and show how she is connected to the suffrage. I 
did not know if the Huddle would want to help or let me speak to this in the Huddle and 
those individuals that wanted to help could. I think this needs to get started now. This is
going to require money, research, and boots on the ground. Any suggestions would be 
greatly appreciated.

Johna also mentioned getting in touch with the President of the Coles County League of 
Women Voters and the desire to restart it.  Several of us agreed that it would be good to 
get the League going again.  As for Johna's request for help with an exhibit, Huddle 
members will have to decide if that is something the group or just individuals would like
to help with.  Be thinking about this so we can give Johna an answer after our next 
meeting.



• Dirty Coal in Coles County
• Marcus Ricci reported to us on the topic of dirty coal in Coles County.  He spoke 

with Angela Griffin, President of Coles Together (and the one we sent our letter to.) 
Coles Together purchased the FutureGen land after that deal fell through, essentially 
bailing out the city of Mattoon. Coles Together is looking to sell the land (at $25,000 
an acre) rather than lease it.  Most solar operations are done on leased land which can
then be returned to farming if desired.  It was felt that the land is really only worth 
$10,000 - $15,000/acre at most.  It was not understood why Angela Griffin quoted 
such a high figure to Marcus.  

• More facts from Marcus – solar farms are generally less controversial than wind 
farms.  Some noted complaints include noise from the converters (a hum like 
fluorescent bulbs make), glare, and aesthetics, none of which matter out in the 
country where the 440 acres in question are located.  Solar arrays are good for 25 
years. Compared to coal plants, they are less noisy, less stinky, can be removed with 
the farmland being returned to use, and can support habitats underneath them. 
Marcus also spoke with Kelly Lockhart of the Coles County Regional Commission 
and learned that there are no county zoning ordinances that would prevent the 
creation of a solar or wind farm in Coles County.  Most of the 440 acres in question 
are outside of the 1.5 mile zone that concerns Mattoon.  

• Status of our petition idea – Until House Bill 4236 is passed, no coal plant deal can 
go through.  We should keep an eye on that legislation and be prepared to act if it 
passes by petitioning the city councils and mayors of Charleston and Mattoon.

• What is the Huddle going to do – The Huddle thinks it would be a good idea to have 
Angela Griffin come to one of our meetings to hear our thoughts and ideas about 
what businesses we would like to see come to Coles County.  It couldn't hurt for her 
to get the people’s perspective as opposed to just business concerns.  We had no 
response from her to our letter.  Inviting her to a meeting would be a chance for her 
to hear our ideas.  We will use our next meeting to brainstorm ideas of what we 
would like to see brought to Coles County.  Be thinking of ideas!

• Marcus also told us about several solar panel companies that work in our area and 
about opportunities to learn more about solar energy.  Several of us thought that a 
future Speaker Series program could be about solar panels.

• Upcoming Events (check the ACT calendar for details and links 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar): 

• Medicare for All, Wednesday, June 20, 6:30-7:30 p.m., SBLHC
• Watchdog Training, Wednesday, June 27, 6:00 – 8:00 p.m., Champaign Public 

Library
• Think Tank Meeting, Sunday, June 10, 1:00-2:00 in the upstairs Conference Room at

the Charleston Public Library.

• Next Huddle meeting, Sunday, June 10, 2:00-3:00 in the upstairs Conference Room at 
the Charleston Public Library.


