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• Letters to the editor - Since February 4, 2017 there have been 350 letters in the 
newspaper.  Of these, 157 have been for progressive issues, 81 have been anti-
progressive, and 111 have been on other issues.  Letters are published on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays.  There have been 53 days when there were no letters 
published.  

• Speaker Series – Dr. Ed Weisbart, Medicare For All.  Margi Gaither, who first brought 
this speaker to our attention, had some handouts about this speaker whom she heard 
speak in Missouri.  Dr. Weisbert is the chair of the Missouri Chapter of Physicians for a 
National Health Program.  His scheduler, Tom Flanagan, has been contacted and we are 
looking to have him come to our area to give a one-hour presentation on Medicare for 
All.  
• Dates – Weekdays in the early evening seem to work well, so we chose June 13, 14, 

20, and 21 as possibilities.
• Venue – Karen Clausing will check with Sarah Bush Lincoln about their venue and 

Kathy Wright will check with Lake Land College.  Ellen Wolcott will keep in touch 
with Tom Flanagan about our progress.

• Advertisement – Once we have a date, time, and place we will get to work on 
advertising the event

• On a related issue – In discussing how Karen and Kathy should present our request for a 
venue for our speaker series, it was asked what should they say about the Huddle.  Our 
mission statement needs some revision to reflect our current philosophy.  The Huddle 
website at https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/huddle states: “Our group is open to
all progressively minded women and men. Our goal is to be action oriented, but to 
wisely choose actions that make a difference.”  The Charleston Women's Huddle Actions
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/groups/1254731671282701/) states: ``We 
believe that Women’s Rights are Human Rights and Human Rights are Women’s Rights. 
We must create a society in which women - including Black women, Native women, 
poor women, immigrant women, disabled women, Muslim women, lesbian queer and 
trans women - are free and able to care for and nurture their families, however they are 
formed, in safe and healthy environments free from structural impediments. All genders 
are welcome.”  For now, we thought they could say that the Huddle is interested in 
promoting ideas of contemporary importance to the public.  Bring your thoughts on this 
to the next meeting or email them to the Huddle group.

• There was a vigorous conversation with invited guest Kevin Gaither who spoke with us 
for about an hour on various topics and his campaign.  

• Dirty Coal in Coles County – we didn't have much time to discuss the dirty coal petition.
• On who we should petition – We should petition our elected officials, including 

mayors of Charleston and Mattoon, Rep. Reggie Phillips, and the Coles County 
Board. 

• Writing the petition – a sample draft of a petition was handed out (see below).  Bring
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your thoughts on this to the next meeting or email them to the Huddle group.

• Upcoming Events (check the ACT calendar for details and links 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar): 

• Poor People's Campaign, Monday, May 21, 2:00 p.m., Springfield
• Wear Orange to honor gun violence victims, Saturday, June 2, 4:00 p.m., Champaign
• Coles Progressives meeting, Sunday, June 3, 3:30, Charleston Library

• Next Huddle meeting, Sunday June 3, 2:00-3:00, Rotary Room B




