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Eleven of us were present for the Huddle meeting today. We began with some words of hope 
and motivation:

“To be hopeful in bad times is not just foolishly romantic. It is based on the fact that human 
history is a history not only of cruelty but also of compassion, sacrifice, courage, kindness."

"What we choose to emphasize in this complex history will determine our lives. If we see only 
the worst, it destroys our capacity to do something. If we remember those times and places—
and there are so many—where people have behaved magnificently, this gives us the energy to 
act, and at least the possibility of sending this spinning top of a world in a different direction."

"And if we do act, in however small a way, we don’t have to wait for some grand utopian 
future. The future is an infinite succession of presents, and to live now as we think human 
beings should live, in defiance of all that is bad around us, is itself a marvelous victory."  
-Howard Zinn

“I think this glib embrace of the belief that we’re doomed is a form of intellectual laziness. It’s 
the pretense of sophisticated knowingness (“oh the politics are impossible”) hiding the refusal 
to do the hard work of thinking about & implementing political solutions.”
-Genevieve Guenther



• Letters to the editor - Since February 4, 2017 there have been 331 letters in the 
newspaper.  Of these, 146 have been for progressive issues, 77 have been anti-
progressive, and 107 have been on other issues.  Letters are published on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays.  There have been 44 days when there were no letters 
published. 

• Kevin Gaither will be speaking at the next Huddle meeting on May 20.  This will be a 
chance for you to hear what Kevin stands for and to ask him questions.

• We talked about Huddle goals, keeping in mind things we have done in the past and 
what is within the limits of our membership to accomplish.  The following topics were 
discussed:

• DFA – Democracy for America and the Blue Wave.  They are working together to 
assemble the DFA 2018 Takeover Team, a coalition of smart, committed folks who 
are ready to start taking action to defeat Trump's GOP NOW, when our organizing 
will make the most impact -- and who will keep the pressure on all the way through 
Election Day. Their Takeover Team volunteers are people who are passionate about 
fighting for economic justice, environmental justice, and social justice -- and they're 
willing to mobilize to support DFA's endorsed candidates across the country. We 
discussed what we could do locally to help the blue wave.  Candidate forums for 
Gaither and Shimkus and Bell and Miller were discussed.  Such forums should be 
scheduled for late summer/early fall when students are back at EIU and Lake Land.  
Kathy Wright was looking into scheduling a Gaither/Shimkus forum at Lake Land.  
We are looking for someone at EIU, probably in the Political Science Department, to 
try to schedule a Gaither/Shimkus forum at EIU.  Since the Huddle invited Shimkus 
to the last forum in Coles Country (April 2017), we should not be the ones to invite 
him this time as we are no doubt on his “bad” list.  The Bell/Miller forum is another 
matter and we will look into arranging for such a forum. It was suggested that we 
bring in Vivian Robinson and Brandon Phelps, our 15th District Democratic 
Committeepeople, to speak to us about how to help get rid of Shimkus.  We also 
discussed helping other candidates that we think can win in a blue wave, such as 
Betsy Londigran.

• Look into bringing Dr Ed Weisbart, MD, CPE, FAAFP  to speak on  “healthcare 
reform, what’s here, what’s coming, and what’s missing”.  He is part of a group of 
Physicians for a national health program.   He speaks for free.  We decided that we 
should look into this, so Ellen will contact him to see if he can come to Charleston 
(we think from St. Louis) and if so, when.  We would try to use the venue at the mall 
as we did last year for several of our speaker programs.  

• We discussed how the village of  Deerfield, IL managed to pass local gun ordinances
against such things as assault weapons and automatic pistols.  While it would be 
great if we could approach the city of Charleston or Coles County about banning 
certain weapons, we think there are more realistic goals that we could work on.

• The group strongly agreed that we should take local action to combat clean coal 
initiatives in Mattoon.  First, people need to understand that there is no such thing as 
clean coal.  Second, we need to convince Coles Together that there are better 
economic growth alternatives, such as establishing a wind farm, growing hemp, or 



producing reusable shopping bags.  (See the next topic.)  Electric cooperatives (like 
Coles-Moultrie) could be approached to support renewable energy sources and not 
use coal for power. 

• Take local action to combat plastic problem.  We could start with banning plastic 
shopping bags, either city or county wide.  We should research alternatives to help 
make our case.  

• The group also strongly agreed to look into locally banning pesticides that are 
affecting pollinators.  Most retailers that sell plants either don't know what's been put
on them or have labels indicating that they use these bad pesticides.  Several Huddle 
members know the owners of the garden shop on 18th Street.  We would like to 
suggest that operating a pesticide-free business could be a big draw for them.

• The Think Tank has finished the Progressive Framing Document that it has been 
working on for the past 8 months.  We will be sharing it widely to encourage people to 
think progressively and help them to frame their talking points.  The Think Tank will 
now turn its attention to studying the U.S. Constitution.  The goal will be to understand 
what was written and to explore whether it is still relevant today and in what ways it 
could be re-written.  If you are interested in joining this endeavor, please come to the 
next Think Tank meeting, Sunday, May 20 at 1:00 (right before the Huddle meeting). 

• Upcoming Events (check the ACT calendar for details and links 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar).  If you know of any events that 
should be added to the calendar, please send them to the Huddle: 

• May Day Celebration hosted by World Labor Hour, Tuesday, May 1, 4:30 - 10:00 
p.m., Urbana

• Next Huddle meeting, Sunday May 20, 2:00-3:00 in the Conference Room. Next Think 
Tank meeting,  Sunday May 20, 1:00-2:00 in the Conference Room

https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar

