
Huddle Meeting Report
March 4, 2018

There were twelve members present at the meeting.

• Letters to the editor - Since February 4, 2017 there have been 273 letters in the 
newspaper.  Of these, 139 have been for progressive issues, 74 have been anti-
progressive, and 60 have been on other issues.  Letters are published on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays.  There have been 39 days when there were no letters 
published. 
 

• Newspaper list in 15th District -  Part of our letters-to-the-editor campaign has included 
sending our letters to other newspapers in the 15th District, using the links at 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/newspapers.  Ellen reported that she sent her 
recent letter about Shimkus to six of the newspapers on February 18 and that two of the 
newspapers printed it on February 19 (The Effingham Daily News and the Shelbyville 
Daily Union).  Ellen has created a list of all the newspapers in the 15 th District as part of 
her work for Carl Spoerer and is now in the process of finding which of those 
newspapers accept letters-to-the-editor.  Keith is adding links for the ones that she has 
found to the ACT site.  She sent her letter to 14 new newspapers on March 4 and will 
report back on which ones publish it.

• Progress report on networking in the 15th District – This project is still moving slowly as
we wait to hear back from the 33 Democratic county chairs that were contacted.  Ellen 
talked to committeewoman candidate Germaine Light about this project and they hope 
to share resources on building this network.  Once the newspaper list is complete on the 
ACT site, we will send it to the chairs and anyone else we have added to the network.

• Canvassing Training Report  - Karen, Bonnie, and Ellen attended the canvassing training
held by Carl Spoerer's team in Effingham.  They learned that you don't argue with  
people, that it's better to engage them (for example, ask what they would like Carl to do 
for them), and basically just get Carl's name out there and remind people to vote.  Karen,
Kathy, and two other volunteers are planning to canvas for Carl in Mattoon on March 10
and 17.  More volunteers would be welcome.

• Phone Bank Report – Keith described the phone banking that we had observed the EIU 
Progressives doing.  The system worked pretty well.  It required each caller to have a 
computer and a smart phone.  The program on the computer first made a connection to 
the phone, then generated the phone numbers that were automatically dialed.  A script on
the computer guided the caller through the questions and had check boxes for the 
responses.  The phone list only contains voters who voted Democratic in the last three 
primaries.  One of Carl's campaign workers who contacted Ellen after the meeting said 
that in her two hours of phone banking, only a few people were not interested.  She 
learned that it was best to ask a question first (“are you planning to vote in the primary”)
to keep from getting hung up on right away.  The basic goal is to remind people to vote 
and get name recognition for Carl.  Anyone interested in participating in a phone bank 
can contact Ellen and she will put them in touch with Carl's people.



• Voting machines – As an election judge who receives training before the election, 
Bonnie told us about the new voting machines that we will see in Coles County.  Voters 
will have a choice of using the new machines or marking the older style paper ballots. 
The machines use a touch screen like an I-phone.  Each “page” has a position to vote on 
and you swipe the screen to go to the next page.  When you are done, you can see your 
whole ballot on the screen to check for errors.  The machine then prints a paper copy of 
your ballot which you can again check before feeding it into the tabulating machine. 

• Coles Progressives Voter Guide – The Coles Progressives have again produced a 
wonderful voter guide for the primary.  It contains all the candidates on both the 
Democrat and Republican ballots, highlighting the candidates that the Coles 
Progressives endorse.  A copy of the guide has been attached the Huddle email for this 
meeting report.  If you need a printed copy of it, let Paula Enstrom know and she will 
get one for you.

• Other voting issues – Kathy related a story to us about seeing election signs close to her 
polling place in the past and how she removed them.  The law is that election signs 
cannot be within 100 ft. of the entrance of a polling location and also cannot be on 
public property.  If you see such a sign on election day, speak to one of the election 
judges at your polling place about removing it.  We discussed the legality of tax-exempt 
churches having political signs on their property.  If we see such signs, we might 
consider having some of us call the church and complain.  A question was asked about 
helping drive people to the polls on election day and someone replied that the Coles 
County Dems often do this.  Ellen will check with Paul Wieck to see if they need 
volunteers to help drive voters.

• Upcoming Events (check the ACT calendar for details and links 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar): 

• Coming Out Chronicles, EIU Pride, March 6,7, 20, 21, 23, 6:00-8:00 p.m., 
Charleston/Mattoon Room at EIU Union

• Resist 2.0 Art Event, Saturday, March 10 at 11 a.m. - 5 p.m., Urbana-Champaign 
Independent Media Center ,202 S Broadway Ave, Urbana 

• Working People's Day of Action Rally, Saturday, February 24, noon, Chicago
• Enough! National School Walkout, Wednesday, March 14 at 10:00 - 10:17 a.m.
• Piedra Roja film showing, Wednesday, March 21 at 7:00 - 10 p.m., Doudna Fine Arts

Center
• Voting Day, Tuesday, March 20, 6:00 a.m – 7:00 p.m.

• Next Huddle meeting, Sunday March 18, 2:00-3:00 in Rotary Room B. 


