
Huddle Meeting Agenda
February 18, 2018

Eleven people were present for the meeting today.  Most of the discussion centered on 
defeating Shimkus.

• Letters to the editor - Since February 4, 2017 there have been 261 letters in the 
newspaper.  Of these, 135 have been for progressive issues, 71 have been anti-
progressive, and 55 have been on other issues.  (In the last two-week period, there've 
been 7 anti-progressive to 2 progressive.) Letters are published on Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Saturdays.  There have been 37 days when there were no letters published. 

• Progress report on networking in the 15th District
• Ellen reported on her trip to Centralia last week where she attended a luncheon for 

Carl Spoerer.  She made connections with several of his staff there and learned about 
phone banks and canvassing.  (See the Canvassing Training on the event list – these 
are set up by one of the people Ellen met.) Through her new connections, she may 
get access to more newspaper sites where we could send our Shimkus letters.

• Karen and Ellen crafted a letter inviting others to join our communication network 
for the 15th District.  (Text of the letter is below.)  It was sent to 30 county 
Democratic chairs in the district.

• Annalisa will send us a list of progressive groups which we can contact to see if they 
would like to join our network.

• Unseating Shimkus – further discussion of how to fight Shimkus
• Karen reminded us that for our letter writing campaign, we should send our letters to 

the Champaign News Gazette first as they will not publish letters that have appeared 
in other newspapers first.  While Champaign is not in the 15 th District, it is 
surrounded by the district, so many of its readers are potential voters that we want to 
reach. (See the ACT site https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/newspapers for 
links to newspapers in the 15th District.)

• At our last meeting we discussed asking the Coles County Republicans and 
Democrats to jointly invite Shimkus to our next candidate forum.  (Shimkus, already 
prone to say no to any town hall, probably already has any Charleston group pegged 
as unfriendly.) Today we expanded that idea to having EIU Republicans and 
Democrats sponsor the forum. 

• Gary's videos of the 2017 Town Hall and the recent candidate forum could be posted 
on other sites and shared with the network once it's developed.  The possibility of 
sending them to TV stations was also mentioned. 

• We discussed the question of finding where Shimkus will be appearing.  This week is
the President's Day recess – he should be somewhere in the state.  As we found out 
last year, his staff don't want to tell us where he will be when.  Peter found that he 
teaches Sunday school at Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Collinsville.   

• The question of getting technical help (like setting up campaign websites) for candidates
in our area was posed.  It was suggested that perhaps EIU students could be tapped for 
this by making it an intern project for credit.  

https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/newspapers


• Upcoming Events (check the ACT calendar for details and links 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar): 

• Climate Literacy Workshop, Wednesday, February 21, 9:00-noon, Douglas-Hart 
Nature Center

• Meet & Greet Candidates for the 110th, Wednesday, February 21, 7:00 p.m. Lifespan 
Center

• Film Screening: The New Black, PFLAG presentation, Thursday, February 22, 6:30 
p.m., Coleman Hall Auditorium, EIU

• Working People's Day of Action Rally, Saturday, February 24, noon, Chicago
• Renato Mariotti Meet n Greet, Sunday, February 25, 1:00-2:00 p.m., Jackson Ave. 

Coffee
• Canvassing Training, Sunday, February 25, 1:00-2:00 p.m., Harrisburg, IL
• Canvassing Training, Tuesday, February 27, 3:00-4:00 p.m., Effingham
• Bowls of Hope fundraiser, Tuesday, February 27, 5:00-7:00 p.m., Wesley United 

Methodist Church
• Springfield Advocacy Day by Moms Demand Action, Wednesday, February 28, 9:00 

a.m. - 3:30 p.m., Illinois State Capitol
• SACIS Trivia Night fundraiser, Friday, March 2, 7:00 p.m., Mattoon Eagles Club

• Next Huddle meeting March 4 at 2:00 in Rotary Room B. 

Here is the networking letter that was sent out to 30 Democratic county chairs:

Many of us want to see U.S. Rep. John Shimkus unseated from Congress.  It's going take a committed 
effort from every county in District 15 to succeed.  We have two active groups in Coles County (the 
Charleston Huddle and the Coles Progressives) that are working to elect more progressive candidates 
including a focus on unseating Shimkus.  We would like to form a district-wide network with other 
like-minded groups to maximize effectiveness.  We're currently working on two ideas to share 
throughout the district.  One is what we call a “Shimkus Watch”.  He is very secretive about when and 
where he visits the district; often the public is given little or no advance notice.   If we could share 
whatever we learn about his schedule through an efficient network, chances are better that one or 
several of us could show up at his appearances to ask him questions that would educate fellow listeners 
about his true intents.  The second idea is to keep up a stream of letters to local newspapers about 
Shimkus and the need for him to go.  We can help each other out with this by exchanging actual letters 
or ideas for letters.

There are several Facebook sites dedicated to getting rid of Shimkus, (Indivisible IL District 
15, Southern IL Democrats, Southern IL Indivisible, Southern IL for Spoerer, Unseat 
Congressman John Shimkus), but not everyone is on Facebook and they don’t seem to be 
working together. If administrators or members from each Facebook site along with activists in 
each county were to join an email network, we could share ideas more quickly and widely 
throughout the district.   If you know of an existing network like this in the 15 th, we would love 
to join. If there is no such network, we would like to create one.  We would volunteer to 
maintain the email list.  Can you recommend someone active in your county who be willing to 
participate in our network?  Please feel free to share this email to interested parties.  Thank you 
for your help.


