
Huddle Meeting Agenda
February 4, 2018

There were ten of us present at the meeting.

• Letters to the editor - Since February 4, 2017 there have been 250 letters in the 
newspaper.  Of these, 133 have been for progressive issues, 64 have been anti-
progressive, and 53 have been on other issues.  Letters are published on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Saturdays.  There have been 37 days when there were no letters 
published. 

• The year in review – see the Huddle Actions list below.

• Future plans – We had a good discussion on what the Huddle should focus on in our 
second year.  The consensus was to continue and to increase our efforts to unseat 
Shimkus.   Illinois has its own big problems, especially with the havoc Rauner has 
wreaked, but most of us felt that we should concentrate our efforts on the federal issues 
and that means Shimkus.  We discussed specific actions that we can take:

• A more concerted effort to write letters to the editor, not only to our newspaper, but 
to other newspapers in the 15th District.  This could mean helping people in other 
towns with composing letters as well as sending our own letters to their newspapers. 
To encourage Huddle members to write, we will use the Huddle email list to 
communicate with each other about good topics to write about each week as new 
opportunities arise. Since each writer can only submit one letter a month, it will help 
keep a steady stream of letters appearing in the paper if we let everyone else know 
when and what each of us chooses to write about. When there's nothing specific to 
harp on Shimkus about, there are these standbys:

• Emphasize where he gets his money from.
• Point out his role in the tax scam.
• Shame him for dodging his constituents and his policy of only meeting with four 

at a time.

• Call Shimkus's office every day to let him know that he's not listening to his 
constituents.  Kathy has called enough that the staffers know her voice.  Thousands 
of calls might get his attention.

• Have several people keep track of where Shimkus plans to visit.  His plans are 
usually announced last minute to keep us away, but we could treat it like a rapid 
response rally.  If one of us hears of where he will be and gets the word out, then 
maybe a few of us could show up and give him grief about ignoring his constituents.

• Definitely hold another candidate forum for Shimkus and Spoerer or Gaither. 
Contact Shimkus soon to arrange a date, giving him a wide range – say June to 
August – to choose a date.  We discussed who should invite Shimkus.  Last time it 
was the Huddle.  We mentioned a possible joint hosting with the Coles Progressives, 
like for the recent forum, but Shimkus would be put off by any group with 
“progressive” in its name.  We then thought about contacting the Republican County 



Chair and the Democratic County Chair (Paul Wieck) to see if they would issue a 
joint invitation.  

• Resume our efforts to develop a network of groups in the 15th District to work 
together to unseat Shimkus, collaborating in all of the above points.  The Huddle 
Think Tank is close to finishing a fourteen-page framing document to help frame 
issues in a progressive voice.  We could share this document with other groups.

• Other topics of discussion:

• DNC surveys.  When you get one of these in the mail, instead of filling out their 
survey (which always includes asking for money), take a big marker and write in 
large letters something like “Medicare For All”  or “No money until you adopt a 
progressive platform” across the entire page and mail it back.  Give your money to 
specific progressive candidates instead of to the party.

• We discussed the need for the Democratic party to change and adopt more 
progressive platforms like single-payer healthcare, living wage, progressive taxing. 
Democrats have to stop taking corporate money and be answerable to the people, not
the corporations.  Several people have read Hillary Clinton's book and mentioned her
note of things the Democratic party has done wrong and lost groups of people that 
used to vote Democratic. The party needs to identify these groups that they have lost 
and work to regain their trust.

• The need for paper ballots, the end of gerrymandering, and ending voter suppression.

• Ways that you can help:

• Write letters
• Suggest ideas for letters
• Make phone calls to Shimkus
• Look for information about Shimkus's schedule and inform the rest of us
• Keep yourself informed and watch for opportunities to act

• Upcoming Events (check the ACT calendar for details and links 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar): 

• Candlelight Vigil for DACA, Wednesday, February 7,  5:00-6:00 p.m., Urbana
• Green Drinks with CCNET at Riggs Beer Company (solar energy demo), Friday, 

February 9, 5:30-7:00 p.m., Urbana
• 15th Congressional District Forum, Friday, February 9, 7:00-9:00 p.m., Mahomet
• Meet and Greet with Bob Daiber, Thursday, February 15, 6:30-8:00 p.m., EIU
• Climate Literacy Workshop, Wednesday, February 21, 9:00-noon, Douglas-Hart 

Nature Center
• Bowls of Hope fundraiser, Tuesday, February 27, 5:00-7:00 p.m., Wesley United 

Methodist Church
• Next Huddle meeting will be Sunday, February 18, from 2:00-3:00 in the Rotary Room 

at the Charleston Library.  Next Think Tank meeting Sunday, February 11, 2:00-3:30, in 
the Conference Room at the  Charleston Library.



Huddle Actions - the year in review

• January 21, 2017 – Women's March in Washington
• January 28, 2017 – Action #1 write postcards to your representatives.
• February 4, 2017 – Action #2 Huddle started (thousands formed across the 

country!) Twenty-two of us met. We began our letters to the editor campaign.
• February 24, 2017  - Action #3 Contact your representatives during the President's

Day recess. Four groups of Huddlers visited Shimkus' office in Effingham 
(fourteen people in all). One of our members had a personal phone call with 
Shimkus.  Four of us had a Skype session with Shimkus.

• March 8, 2017 – Action #4 A Day Without a Woman.  On International Women's 
Day, we held a rally at Morton Park.  Sixty of us gathered there where we heard 
four speakers, then stood along Lincoln Avenue with our signs.

• March 29, 2017 – Action #5 Reflect & Resist.  We began a series of discussion 
groups, reading articles on various topics.  This group met every two weeks, 
discussing poverty, black and brown girls matter, immigration and deportation. On
May 21, the group began discussing George Lakoff's Don't Think of An Elephant. 
The discussion group then became the Huddle Think Tank which has met every 
two or three weeks since to work on a framing document for use by progressives.

• April 3, 2017 – ACLU Freedom City Action (not one of the 10 actions). Eight of 
us met with the Coles County Sheriff's Department and then the Charleston Police
Chief to discuss ACLU's guidelines for making Charleston a Freedom City, that 
is, making sure our law enforcement agencies aren't helping ICE to deport 
immigrants.  One of our members also contacted the Mattoon Police Chief.

• April 19, 2017 – Town Hall with Carl Spoerer and the absent Rep. Shimkus. 
Seventy-eight people attended.  Two Huddle members transcribed the entire event
and it was video recorded.  We sent a copy of the transcript to Shimkus.

• May 5, 2017 – Shimkusfest - Shimkus traveling help desk in Charleston.  The 
staffer on duty was given a copy of the video recording of the town hall.  About 
fifty people from the Huddle, Coles Progressives, and the community in general 
filled the room as we voiced our questions and concerns for 90 minutes.

• July 19, 2017 – First of our Speaker Series,  Claudia Lenhoff, Executive Director 
of the Champaign County Health Care Consumers, a regional, non-partisan health
care advocacy group, gave an excellent and informative presentation on the 
proposed changes to health care.

• August 13, 2017 – Following the Coles Progressives Community Potluck, we held
a Solidarity Vigil against White Supremacy, attended by more than 40 people.  We
stood by Lincoln Avenue with our signs.

• August 26, 2017 – We had a table about the Huddle at the Mideastern Labor 
Council Picnic where we handed out flyers about the Huddle and buttons.

• August 26, 2017 – We held a United Against Hate rally at Morton Park.  Again, 
more than 40 people attended.



• September 28 – Second in our Speaker Series, The Opioid Crisis: How is it 
affecting our community? Four panelists spoke on the topic and answered 
questions.

• November 19, 2017 -  Take Action for Shirley Bell.  The Huddle hosted a 
successful drive for getting signatures on candidate petitions for Shirley Bell, Carl
Spoerer, and Kevin Gaither.

• December 19, 2017 – A rapid response rally was set up in case Trump fired 
Mueller.  Still in effect.

• January 20, 2018 – March on the Polls in Springfield, the Coles Progressives 
organized a caravan from our area.  At least 20 from our area joined the 700+ 
marchers.

• January 21, 2018 – Congressional District 15 Democratic Candidates Forum, 
attended by 90 people.

In addition to events hosted by the Huddle/Coles Progressives, we saw Huddle members
at many other events throughout the year – The March for Science in April, the rally for 
DACA students in September, PFLAG meetings, the October Trivia Night fundraiser to 
name just a few.  Huddle members have attended out-of-town events and then reported 
important information back to the Huddle.


