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Ten were present for our Huddle meeting this week.

Letters to the editor - Since February 4 there have been 204 letters in the newspaper.  Of 
these, 110 have been for progressive issues, 53 have been anti-progressive, and 41 have 
been on other issues.  In the last two weeks, the anti-progressives have published 3 
letters to the progressives 7. Letters are published on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays.  There have been 24 days when there were no letters published.  Don't forget 
to try sending your letters to other newspapers in the 15th District. See  
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/newspapers

First we heard from Huddle members who had attended events in the last two weeks.  At
least six of us attended the Higher Education, Pensions, and Politics discussion where 
we learned details about the pension situation in the state of Illinois.  Several members 
attended the ROAR fundraiser for SACIS where Bonnie Buckley was honored for her 
years of service there.  The Coles Progressives' Santa's Metal Workshop fundraiser was a
huge success, netting them $2,450.  At the Coles County Democrats meeting, candidate 
petitions were notarized and collected.  Several candidates were there and reported on 
how their campaigns were going.  This led to our next topic, supporting Shirley Bell.

One of the reasons that the Huddle formed was that like-minded people wanted to do 
something to make a difference and we certainly have so far.  It was actions like we've 
taken, along with the Coles Progressives and other groups, that have inspired Shirley 
Bell to step up and run to represent the 110th District in Illinois (Reggie Phillips' vacant 
seat). She has given us another way to take action to make our community better by 
working to get her elected.  There will be many ways that we can help her, but first off, 
she needs to get her name on the ballot for the primary and in order to do that, she needs 
signatures!  Next Sunday, any time from 2:00-4:00 at the library, you will have the 
opportunity to help Shirley get signatures.  If you haven't yet signed a petition for her, 
you will be able to do so then.  If you can take a petition page with you to get more 
signatures, even a few would help.  The treasurer for her campaign will be there too if 
you'd like to make a donation to her campaign fund.  A Facebook event has been created 
on our Charleston Women's Huddle Actions page that can be shared.  Please help spread 
the word and come if you can.  If you have signed a petition already, please note that 
you had to use the same signature that you used on your voter registration card or they 
may throw your signature out.

On the Federal level, the Huddle together with the Coles Progressives is planning to host
a candidate forum for the three Democrats going for Shimkus' seat.  We're hoping to 

https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/newspapers


have the forum on Sunday, January 21, in the Rotary Rooms at the Charleston Public 
Library.  We already have the room reserved and Anthony March (who we saw at the 
Coles Progressives meeting right after the Huddle meeting) said he would be free that 
day.  We will solidify the date once we have contacted and heard from the other two 
candidates.  The plan for now is to have a moderator like we did for the town hall last 
April.  Each candidate will give a brief opening statement.  The moderator will have a 
list of four or five questions for each of the candidates to answer (which we will tell the 
candidates ahead of time) and then it will be open to audience questions.

Our last topic of discussion was about study groups.  As part of the Women's March 10 
Actions last spring, we started study groups where we would read from a list of articles 
on a single topic and then meet and discuss them to further our own understanding of 
important issues.  It's a useful way of sharing the task of educating ourselves.  That study
group turned into the Think Tank where we have been working on a framing document 
to help us find better ways to communicate our ideas in our letters and speech.  We are 
close to being done with this document which we will then share with other 
progressives.  We think this will help us make connections with others in our community
and country.  Next year, after the holidays, we would like to return to this education 
effort in some form, either a monthly meeting devoted to a topic, or a segment of time, 
for example 30 minutes, at each Huddle meeting where people share what they have 
learned from the topic readings.

Upcoming Events (check the ACT calendar for details 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar):

• Youth Demand Climate Action, Monday, November 13, 7:00-8:00 p.m., 400 S.
Vine St., Urbana

• ACLU Listening Tour, Wednesday, November 15, 6:00p.m., Grand Army of 
the Republic Memorial Hall, 416 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria

• Take Action for Shirley Bell, Sunday, November 19, 2:00-4:00 p.m., 
Charleston Pubic Library

• ACLU Listening Tour, Wednesday, November 29, 7:00  p.m., The Chateau 
Bloomington Hotel & Conference Center, 1621 Jumer Dr., Bloomington, IL

• Racial Justice Task Force, Thursday, November 30, 6:30-8:00 p.m., 
Champaign Public Library, 200 W Green St, Champaign

• Unity March Against White Supremacy,  Sunday, December 3, noon, 
Washington, D.C.

Next Huddle/Think tank meeting Sunday, December 3, 2:00-3:00 at the Charleston 
Public Library in the Conference Room upstairs. The next Think Tank meeting will be 
Tuesday, November 14 at 7:00 in the upstairs conference room at the Charleston County 
Market.


