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Nine were present for our Huddle meeting this week.

Letters to the editor - Since February 4 there have been 190 letters in the newspaper.  Of 
these, 103 have been for progressive issues, 50 have been anti-progressive, and 37 have 
been on other issues.  In the last two weeks, the anti-progressives have published 4 
letters to the progressives 3. Letters are published on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays.  There have been 24 days when there were no letters published.  Don't forget 
to try sending your letters to other newspapers in the 15th District. See  
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/newspapers

On Monday, October 21, Ellen spoke to the Charleston Women's Club about the Huddle.
The thirteen women present wanted to know what the Huddle was.  Ellen provided 
everyone with our Huddle flyer, spoke about the Huddle, and took questions.  Many of 
the women present took a variety of our buttons to wear.

For our Speaker Series, we continued to talk about showing an educational film and 
having a discussion.  We have looked into the licensing problems with this before. Ellen 
checked with the Charleston Library and had a list of a dozen or so films that we could 
show for free.  Karen checked with Lake Land and discovered that they don't have a 
license to show films to the public.  Karen spoke with Marlene Meek at the Student 
Activity office there and there may be a possibility of collaborating with them on a 
program.  Partway through our discussion on showing films to the public, we came to 
the conclusion that this may not be our best option for our goal of connecting with the 
public, so that idea is on the back burner for now.

Our discussion then focused on what the Huddle wants to achieve.  We agreed that one 
of our major efforts should be towards community building - finding common ground, 
bridging the divide, get people talking.  Community building is a long process that takes 
time.  Sue will look into Citizen Action Illinois and their community training programs 
to see if we could benefit from some training.  The Think Tank, which has been studying
how to frame and talk about issues, could also be a source of training.  It would be 
helpful in our efforts to build our community if we learn some skills on how to connect 
with people.  We talked of the town v. gown, anti-education feelings that are one of our 
major hurdles to overcome in our community.  There were ideas about reaching out 
through churches and local organizations (like Rotary and the VFW).  We also 
mentioned the idea of hosting a forum for the community to voice their concerns and 
visions for Charleston, much like the first Huddle meeting where we wrote down a list 
of what we wanted for our world.

https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/newspapers


We discussed the ambitiousness of the Speaker Series and how it is hard for the small 
core of active Huddle members to do all the work to arrange the presentations.  As we 
have mentioned before, the Huddle members can more easily support the community by 
attending events of interest, such as the upcoming Immigration Panel at EIU on 
November 6 or the panel on “Higher Education, Pensions, and Politics” on November 1.
One problem with these types of events is that we're mostly just interacting with the 
“gown” community.   A possible option would be to approach the panelists, such as the 
Immigration Panel, and ask if they would consider repeating the panel at the Public 
Library, which is more neutral ground for “townies”.  The responsibility of the Huddle 
for such a presentation would then be limited to advertising and arranging for the venue.

Other notes:  Bonnie and Maria attended the She Votes Illinois Democratic 
Gubernatorial Candidates' Women's Forum in Chicago last week.  They said it was good 
to hear them address some women's issues for once, topics that have not usually been 
addressed by these candidates such as domestic violence, rape, and women's health.

Upcoming Events (check the ACT calendar for details 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar):

• Diva Drag Show hosted by EIU PRIDE, Monday, October 30, 7:00-10:00 
p.m., MLK Grand Ballroom, EIU

• Higher Education, Pensions, and Politics, Wednesday, November 1, 4:00-5:30 
p.m., Charleston-Mattoon Room, MLK Union, EIU

• ACLU Listening Tour, Wednesday, November 1, 6:00p.m., Public Library, 326
South 7th St. Springfield, IL

• Confronting Science Denial, Thursday, November 2, 7:00 p.m., Champaign 
Public Library, Champaign Public Library, 200 W Green St

• ROAR SACIS fundraiser, Friday, November 3, 6:30 p.m., Unique Suites Hotel
• Trump/Pence Must Go, Saturday, November 4, 1:00-5:00 p.m., Federal Plaza, 

219 S. Dearborn, Chicago
• Immigration Panel, Monday, November 6, 7:00-8:30 p.m., Doudna Lecture 

Hall, EIU
• We the People, ACLU Listening Tour & Town Hall, Tuesday, November 7, 

7:00-9:00 p.m., Champaign Public Library, Champaign Public Library, 200 W 
Green St

• Civil Liberties in the Trump Era, Wednesday, November 8, 7:00 p.m., Normal 
Public Library Community Room, 206 W College Ave. Normal, IL

• Santa's Metal Workshop with Lorelei Sims, Coles Progressives fundraiser, 
Saturday, November 11, 9;00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m., Five Points Blacksmith Shop on
State Street in Charleston, IL

• IDCCA Precinct Committeeperson Training, Saturday, November 11, 10:30 



a.m. - 1:30 pm., IBEW Local 601 3301 N. Boardwalk Dr., Champaign

Next full Huddle meeting Sunday, November 12, 2:00-3:00 at the Charleston Public 
Library in the Conference Room upstairs. The next Think Tank meeting will be Tuesday,
November 7 at 7:00 in the upstairs conference room at the Charleston County Market.


