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Eleven were present for our Huddle meeting this week.

Letters to the editor - Since February 4 there have been 174 letters in the newspaper.  Of 
these, 96 have been for progressive issues, 41 have been anti-progressive, and 36 have 
been on other issues. Letters are published on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.  
There have been 18 days when there were no letters published, which means you have a 
good chance of getting your letter published. Don't forget to try sending your letters to 
other newspapers in the 15th District. See  
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/newspapers

Our major item on the agenda was the Speaker Series on “Opioid Crisis: How is it 
affecting our community?” on Thursday, September 28, 6:30 at the Cross County Mall.  
Maria will call the mall to double-check about the setup there.  We will want the stage 
area as it is with tables and chairs for the panelists.  We think there is a podium for the 
moderator.  The panelists will share the microphone that the mall provides (Maria will 
ask if there is more than one microphone available.) The Wolcotts will bring their 
portable sound system for the moderator to use.  We would like several Huddle members
to be there by 6:00 to make sure the room is set up, to put up signs (which Ellen will 
make), and to greet audience members.  Paula will provide a signup sheet for anyone 
wishing to get an email about future presentations.  The suggestion was made to have a 
handout for audience members with a list of possible questions that the panel will 
discuss that notes could be taken on, along with a list of local resources for those dealing
with opioid issues. The Think Tank will look into this on Tuesday.  Ellen will introduce 
the panelists and moderator.  The moderator will describe how the panel will work.  
Ellen will send out thank you notes to the participants.

Attention was called to Trump's efforts to squash enrollment in the ACA this fall by 
shortening the enrollment period and having the system go down for 12 hours every 
Sunday for “maintenance”.  It was suggested that we take turns writing a letter to the 
editor informing the public of this once a week.  Is anyone interested in volunteering? If 
we're going to do this, it should be coordinated.

We spent a bit of time discussing another possible panel, this one involving voting – 
what protections are in place in Coles County and the state for voting problems.  Ideas 
for panelists include the Coles County Clerk, someone from the state, and a 
mathematician who could explain various voting methods.  Connected to this discussion 
was voter registration (apparently the EIU Dems did a good job of registering students to
vote during the Panther Palooza event), having someone take the ACLU voter 
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registration training class, sending out letters to civic organizations in the county about 
voter registration, sending home informational flyers with school children about voting, 
and making a presentation at schools about good citizenship (=voting). Cindy, Ed, and 
Bonnie will look into forming a committee to develop this panel idea.

Jessica Mertz related a very unfortunate incident that happened at the Charleston Middle
School on August 28.  A young girl was bullied, threatened with KKK action, and called 
by a racial slur.  Jessica's daughter was observant enough to see that something was 
wrong with her friend which is how Jessica learned of the incident.  She took immediate 
action, contacting Principal Keefe who was dismissive of the incident and handed out a 
punishment which was not taken seriously (suspension before a three-day weekend and 
still allowed to play on the sports team that weekend).  The following week, a friend of 
the culprit also bullied the same girl, so obviously nothing was learned.  After several 
weeks and several visits by Jessica to the superintendent and principal (whom she 
educated on what white privilege is), a training program has been arrange whereby 
students and teachers will learn about what is not acceptable behavior in the school.  The
superintendent also posted this letter on the CUSD website: 
http://www.charleston.k12.il.us/pdfs/Courtesy_and_Respect.pdf
(Jessica – please correct or elaborate on what I have said.) Well done, Jessica!

Upcoming Events (check the ACT calendar for details 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar):

•      National Disability Call-In Day to Save Medicaid, Monday, September 24
• I Am Migration: Hear My Story, Monday, September 24, 7:00 p.m., 2020 

Lumpkin Hall, EIU
• The Opioid Crisis: How does it affect our community?, Thursday, September 28, 

6:30-7:45 p.m., Cross County Mall
• Night of HOPE fundraiser, Friday, September 29, 6:00-9:00 p.m., Jackson Avenue

Coffee
• Racial Injustice Initiative Workshop, Sunday, October 1 & 8, 2:30  p.m., Unitarian

Universalist Church of Urbana-Champaign, 309 W. Green Street,
Urbana

• S.L.U.T. Walk, EIU FEM, Wednesday, October 4, 4:45 p.m., Coleman Hall South 
Quad, EIU

• Trivia Challenge fundraiser for Coles County Democrats, EIU Dems, and Coles 
Progressives, Thursday, October 12, 6:30 p.m., EIU Ballroom

Next full Huddle meeting Sunday, October 15, 2:00-3:00  in Rotary Room B at the 
Charleston Public Library. The next Think Tank meeting will be Tuesday, September 26 
at 6:00 in the Conference Room at the library.
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