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Eight were present for our Huddle meeting this week.

Letters to the editor - Since February 4 there have been 162 letters in the newspaper.  Of 
these, 92 have been for progressive issues, 40 have been anti-progressive, and 30 have 
been on other issues.  The anti-progressive outweighed the progressive 4-2 in the last 
two weeks.  Letters are published on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.  There have 
been 15 days when there were no letters published, which means you have a good 
chance of getting your letter published. Don't forget to try sending your letters to other 
newspapers in the 15th District. See  
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/newspapers

Keith, Ellen, and Bonnie reported on the SPLC (Southern Poverty Law Center) forum 
that they attended on August 29 in Peoria at Bradley University.  There was standing 
room only in a room with 500 chairs.  Leica Brooks from SPLC spoke on hate groups in 
the United States.  One interesting demographic she gave was the estimate that by 2050, 
perhaps even sooner, there will be no majority race in the US.  She showed a short video
about how easily some young people (Dylann Roof in this case) can be radicalized by 
online hate groups, especially given the way some search engine algorithms keep giving 
you the same slant. After speaking about 40 minutes, a panel consisting of Rev. 
Hightower (president of Peoria NAACP), Imam Hamdam (Islamic Center of Peoria), 
Rebecca Carlson (Jewish Federation of Peoria), and Sonny Garcia (Illinois People's 
Action) answered questions from the audience. It was well worth the trip to Peoria.

Thank you everyone for the responses to the recent Huddle letter asking for input.  We 
are now following five EIU groups (LASO, Pride, FEM, College Democrats, Black 
Student Union) plus SACIS and will post their events on our ACT calendar and 
encourage Huddle involvement.  Please suggest other groups that may appreciate help or
just attendance from Huddle members.  

Speaker Series – We decided to go forward with the Speaker Series on “Opioid Crisis: 
How is it affecting our community?” on Thursday, September 28, 6:30 at the Cross 
County Mall.  We are aiming for a panel of four. Dr. Sheila Simons from the Health 
Studies Department at EIU has agreed to participate. Her area of interest is epidemics 
and general health knowledge.  Bonnie has made contact with Sheriff Rankin and he will
send someone from his department.  He wanted more specific questions so Bonnie will 
ask for data comparing arrests for various drugs and alcohol from 2016 and from say 
2011 for comparison.  Also, we would like to know how the sheriff's department handles
arrests for illegal substances and whether Drug Court is an option. Also, do Sheriff's 
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deputies carry the overdose antidote and does it cause a budget issue.  We think we have 
someone from Lifelinks who will participate.  Kevin has already contacted Brian 
Bower's office about getting a Drug Court participant.  Karen will call them again to 
urge their participation.  A new member in the Huddle tonight, Chris, brought up the 
issue of legal opioid users and how the crackdown on illegal usage has made it harder 
for legal users to fill their prescriptions.  We will see whether any of our panelists can 
address this issue.  Please send us your ideas for questions for the panel to help them 
prepare for this presentation.  We also think that we should have a moderator for this 
panel.  Ellen will contact possible moderators.  The Think Tank will work on how to 
frame our advertisement, but please send any ideas you might have.  We will have to get 
our advertisements out before the next Huddle meeting.

As for future Speaker Series, we decided that monthly is too often for us to organize in 
time.  We will consider a new schedule.  We have talked about public showing of films 
which could be followed by a panel discussion.  The issue is having a license to show a 
film.  We think we could show “The Color of Fear” at EIU since they own the film and 
the site for the film states “(3) the showing is limited to presentation for staff members 
and/or students, within the institution and for community members invited by the 
institution, and is used to promote the discussion the of diversity issues”.  We would 
have to get an EIU professor to agree to show the film and then assemble a few panelists
to discuss it afterwards.  We will wait until after the opioid presentation to pursue this 
option.

The Charleston High School Confederate flag issue seems to be resolved.
 
Upcoming Events (check the ACT calendar for details 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar): 

• Clean Energy Town Hall, Monday, September 11, 5:00-7:00 p.m., Illinois 
Terminal, Champaign

• DACA rally, Tuesday, September 12, 5:30 p.m., Bloomington, IL
• LGBTQ Legislative Update, Thursday, September 14, 7:00-8:00 p.m., Champaign

Public Library
• Illinois Democratic Women Convention, Saturday, September 16, 1:00-9:00 p.m., 

Springfield, IL
• Pension Talk with Daniel Biss, Saturday, September 16, 2:30-3:30 p.m., Urbana 

Free Library
• Hineni Calls You to Action for DACA, Wednesday, September 20, noon-1:00 

p.m., Champaign
• March for Civility, Saturday, September 23, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Washington, 

DC



Next full Huddle meeting Sunday, September 24, 2:00-3:00  in Rotary Room B at the 
Charleston Public Library. The next Think Tank meeting will be Tuesday, September 12 
at 6:00 in the Conference Room at the library.


