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Fourteen were present for our Huddle meeting this week.

Letters to the editor - Since February 4 there have been 155 letters in the newspaper.  Of 
these, 90 have been for progressive issues, 36 have been anti-progressive, and 29 have 
been on other issues.  Letters are published on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.  
There have been 15 days when there were no letters published, which means you have a 
good chance of getting your letter published. Don't forget to try sending your letters to 
other newspapers in the 15th District. See  
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/newspapers

Keith, Ellen, Bonnie, and Jeannie took turns working at the Charleston Huddle table at 
the Labor Picnic on August 26.  Our table was between the Persistent Voices of Sullivan 
and the Coles Progressives.  We gave out 141 buttons.  While many were picked up by 
children, we had at least one instance of a steel worker who took a handful of “No Hate”
and “Black Lives Matter” buttons that he said his fellow workers would appreciate.  

The United Against Hate rally on August 26 went great.  We counted 126 at the peak.  
Several journalists and photographers were there, but we will have to wait until Monday 
to see if there is a report in either the Journal Gazette or EIU DEN.

We spent the first half of the meeting discussing Confederate flag issues.  Two Huddle 
members arrived at the meeting having just come from the silent protest at the Cross 
County Mall against the vendors there selling Confederate flags, so we had a firsthand 
report.  The police asked them to leave as they were on private property and were 
loitering.  The vendors were heard saying that the flags were part of history.  We are 
urging all Huddle members to write to the corporate person in charge of licensing 
vendors at the mall, Terry Alexa at talexa@ngkf.com, about the offensiveness of 
Confederate flags on display at the mall.  It would be helpful if we could obtain a copy 
of the mall's guidelines for vendors (if they have one).

On a related note, it has been brought to our attention that students at Charleston High 
School have been allowed to drape themselves in Confederate flags while attending 
class.  We had a high school student at our meeting today who verified that even if 
students were sent to the principal's office for wearing Confederate flags, nothing was 
done about it.  The student handbook for Mattoon schools has clear rules about wearing 
hate symbols.  Sace will check the handbook for Charleston schools and let us know the 
exact rules.  We will then be able to address the Charleston school board and principals 
about either enforcing rules forbidding the wearing of hate symbols or enacting such 
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rules if they don't exist.

Next we discussed our Speaker Series. We reworked the title for our panel on drug
abuse/mental health.  The title is “Opioid Crisis: How is it affecting our community?”
Though not as broad sounding as our working title, we think it will draw in more people.
The venue at the mall has been reserved for Thursday, September 28 at 6:30, though
with this much lead time, we may flex that date if it makes it easier for panelists to
attend.  Ellen will check with Dr. Keith Wilson, a recently retired professor of
psychology from EIU, to see if the new date works for him.  Likewise she will contact
Dr. Sheila Simons from Health Studies at EIU to see if the new date works, but if not,
see if she has local epidemic data for us.  Karen Clausing is waiting to hear from a
counselor from Sarah Bush Lincoln Health Center. Bonnie will check with Sheriff
Rankin's office for a law enforcement officer. Kevin Gaither will check with State
Attorney Brian Bower or Joy ?? from the Drug Court. Maria will check with Judy
Brown on the status of a CEAD participant for our panel.  Maria will also check with the
paramedics about the new date.

To review, for the format of the presentation, we thought that each panelist could spend
about five minutes describing their area of expertise and how it interacts with the topic.
Then we might have a set of questions/topics that we would like them to discuss. (We
would formulate the questions once we know who our panelists are.) Questions from the
audience would also be welcome. Again, the basic goal is to inform the public about:
mental health issues that are tied to substance abuse, in particular in Coles County; the
role of healthcare providers and law enforcement in dealing with individuals who are in
trouble; understanding the question of health vs. criminal issue; how are we all affected.
Other ideas?

In an effort to work ahead, we continued discussing our next topic – educational funding
in Illinois. In particular, we were thinking of questions people have about how public
education in Illinois is handled, why is Chicago different, and how education funding is
a wedge issue.  Kevin Gaither had suggested State Senator Andy Manar for this topic.
Matt Titus of the Charleston School Board has also expressed interest in discussing this
topic as he has studied it in detail. He emphasized that he could not speak for the school
board but that he could share his knowledge on it. The League of Women Voters has
given talks on public education funding, so we should maybe consult with them about
getting a speaker or panelists.  New ideas at today's meeting included asking either
Comptroller Mendoza or State Treasurer Frerichs to speak. Please continue to be
thinking of resources, questions, and approaches to these topics that would be useful.

Annalisa is still waiting to hear from the holocaust speaker from Terre Haute, which
would be really timely right now.  Depending on what we hear about availability, this
could be our next topic before education.



We also discussed showing movies as part of our Speaker Series since we've had interest
in viewing “Gasland” and “The Color of Fear”.  The big issue is licensing.  Ellen will
check with the Charleston Library to see if they could request and show the films for us.
Ed mentioned getting the AMC theatres to have one showing of “An Inconvenient
Sequel” if we could guarantee them on audience on a particular date.  He will call AMC
corporate about this.
 
Upcoming Events (check the ACT calendar for details 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar): 

• EIU College Democrats at Panther Palooza, Monday, August 28, 10:00 a.m.-3:00 
p.m.

• Forum on Hate Crime by Southern Poverty Law Center, Tuesday, August 29, 7:00
p.m., Bob Michel Student Center Ballroom, Bradley University, Peoria

Next full Huddle meeting Sunday, September 10, 6:00-7:00  in the upstairs conference 
room at the Charleston County Market. The next Think Tank meeting will be Thursday, 
August 31 at 6:00 in the Conference Room at the library.


