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Charleston Public Library

Twelve were present for our Huddle meeting this week.

Letters to the editor - Since February 4 there have been 147 letters in the newspaper.  Of 
these, 87 have been for progressive issues, 33 have been anti-progressive, and 27 have 
been on other issues.  Letters are published on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.  
There have been 11 days when there were no letters published. Don't forget to try 
sending your letters to other newspapers in the 15th District. See  
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/newspapers

Our discussion again concentrated on the Speaker Series.  Our next topic is “Mental
Health/Substance Abuse – are these Health or Criminal Issues”.  It's been pointed out
that we may need to rethink our title.  There is no question that mental illness and
substance abuse are not criminal issues, but does the general public know this? The
venue at the mall has been reserved for Thursday, August 31 at 6:30.  So far we have
confirmed Dr. Keith Wilson, a recently retired professor of psychology from EIU.
Karen Clausing is waiting to hear from a counselor from Sarah Bush Lincoln Health
Center. Karen was also willing to ask Jeff Branson from the Mattoon police, but we
decided that the sheriff's office would be more appropriate since it covers the whole
county. Someone, I forget who, will check with Rankin's office. Kevin Gaither will
check with State Attorney Brian Bower or Joy ?? from the Drug Court.  Dr. Sheila
Simons from Health Studies at EIU is unable to attend, but Ellen will check to see if she
has local epidemic data for us.  Maria will contact paramedic Bruce Gibbons.  Donna
contacted both Lifelinks and EIU police department but has not gotten a response.
Either Judy Brown, who has worked for CEAD, or Donna will check with the CEAD
staff there. We discussed asking a client from CEAD to tell about their experiences, but
we didn't discuss whether there would be time for that in a one-hour discussion.  Our
panelists will likely have stories that they can share.

For the format of the presentation, we thought that each panelist could spend five
minutes describing their area of expertise and how it interacts with the topic.  Then we
would have a set of questions that we would like them to discuss. (We will formulate the
questions once we know who our panelists are.) Questions from the audience would also
be welcome. Again, the basic goal is to inform the public about: mental health issues
that are tied to substance abuse, in particular in Coles County; the role of healthcare
providers and law enforcement in dealing with individuals who are in trouble;
understanding the question of health vs. criminal issue; how are we all affected.  Other
ideas?



In an effort to work ahead, we started discussing our next topic – educational funding in
Illinois. In particular, we were thinking of questions people have about how public
education in Illinois is handled, why is Chicago different, and how education funding is
a wedge issue.  Kevin Gaither suggested State Senator Andy Manar for this topic.  Matt
Titus of the Charleston School Board has also expressed interest in discussing this topic
as he has studied it in detail. He emphasized that he could not speak for the school board
but that he could share his knowledge on it. The League of Women Voters has given
talks on public education funding, so we should consult with them about getting a
speaker or panelists.  Please be thinking of resources, questions, and approaches to these
topics that would be useful.

Annalisa is looking into getting a holocaust speaker from Terre Haute, which would be
really timely right now.  Depending on what we hear about availability, this could be our
next topic before education.

On the topic of immigration, it was mentioned that we should contact the International
Studies program at EIU.  Also, we did have Doris Nordin in mind for that topic.

We will have a Huddle Informational table at the Labor Picnic on August 26 where
people could find out about the Huddle and join.  The Edwards will supply the table
which we will share with Persistent Voices from Sullivan. The picnic goes from noon-
4:00.  We thought that one-hour shifts would be sufficient for working at the table.
Please indicate when you could cover the table.  The Wolcotts will fill in whatever hour
doesn't get covered. We worked on an informational half-page flyer about the Huddle for
that event. (See below.) We would like suggestions for a motto, logo, or other graphics
to put on the flyer.  We cannot have a 50/50 raffle since another group is having one.  We
will have the ACT buttons for free, but donations will be accepted.  On the subject of
honorariums for our speakers, we decided to base that on circumstances.  If the speaker
would incur expenses getting here – gas, food – we should give them some
compensation.  We agreed to just have a fund that people could contribute to for such
expenses and avoid the need for a non-profit status bank account.  

Upcoming Events (check the ACT calendar for details 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar): 

• Pawar Progressive Day Rally, Thursday, August 17, 11:30-2:30, Springfield
• Charleston PFLAG meeting, Thursday, August 17, 6:00-7:30 p.m., Charleston 

Public Library
• Tag Team Town Hall for 12th, 13th, and 15th Districts, hosted by Indivisible IL 12th, 

Saturday, August 26, 3:00-5:00, in Collinsville
• Mideast Illinois Labor Picnic, Saturday, August 26, noon-4:00, Fox Ridge State 

Park



Next full Huddle meeting Sunday, August 26, 2:00-3:00  in  Rotary Room B at the 
Charleston Public Library. The next Think Tank meeting will be Thursday, August 24 at 
6:00 in the Conference Room at the library.


