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Sixteen were present for our Huddle meeting this week.

Letters to the editor - Since February 4 there have been 116 letters in the newspaper.  Of 
these, 69 have been for progressive issues, 24 have been anti-progressive, and 23 have 
been on other issues.  Letters are published on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.  
There have been 11 days when there were no letters published. Don't forget to try 
sending your letters to other newspapers in the 15th District. See 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/newspapers

First we reviewed a topic we had spoken about at an earlier meeting about protesting 
and what to do if you're arrested.   Maria reported that Steve Ferguson, former State’s 
Attorney, did not think that our groups have anything to worry about because he did not 
think that any of the local politicians would want to risk the bad press that comes with 
demonstrators getting arrested. Paul Wieck thought that the most people would have to 
worry about is posting a $100.00 bail fee. When Maria asked about pro bono legal 
representation, Paul said that he would be willing to help and probably Ken Gano would 
too.  We recalled that if you stay on public property, for example sidewalks, you should 
be safe.  You can only gather/march in the street if your group has gotten a permit to do 
so.  While we might not have issues here in Coles County, you should know what to do 
if you are at a larger event in a big city.  Refer to ACLU guidelines at 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5wfjsvdwc0wlpgs/KnowYourRights_protests.pdf?dl=0

Maria, Karen Clausing, and Paula have done great work in preparing for our first 
Speaker Series event.  Although we had intended to start the Series in the fall, the 
urgency of our first topic moved up our timetable.  They attended the Champaign 
County Healthcare Consumers meeting on the Senate Healthcare Bill on June 26.  Paula 
also went to the Urgent Community Workshop in Champaign on July 8.  They have 
arranged for the woman putting on that workshop to come to Coles County and give a 
presentation.  We think it is important for the public to learn about the Senate Healthcare
Bill (BCRA – Better Healthcare Reconciliation Act).  If the bill has not passed before 
our event, people will have a chance to take action in calling senators about it.  If the bill
has passed, it is important for people to know what to expect.  We are hoping to schedule
it between July 17-20.  Maria, Karen, and Paula have done a great deal of work already 
– we will hold the event at the Cross County Mall where they provide chairs, a stage, 
and a sound system for free.  The Think Tank is working on descriptions for advertising 
the event.  We will advertise by newspaper, flyers (including in churches), social media, 
and radio.  Once the date is set, we will notify the Huddle and we can begin spreading 
the word.  In the meantime, though, we should continue to call the fourteen Republican 



senators who are undecided about the bill.  They are not our senators, but they still take 
calls and count numbers.  As Americans, this bill will affect all of us, regardless of what 
state we live in.  Check the Charleston Women's Huddle Actions Facebook group for the
list of senators and their phone numbers, along with a sample script for calling. 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/1254731671282701/)
Also, we should continue to call Shimkus and Rauner about the bill.  Many other state 
governors have taken a stand on the bill.  Rauner knows how badly this bill will affect 
Illinois, especially with the financial mess our state is in, so he should be fighting it.

We would like to be able to announce our next Speaker Series topic at the end of our
first one.  While education, fracking, and immigration remain high on the list of topics, it
seemed that a good followup to the healthcare topic would be a talk or panel discussion
on the issue of opioid addiction, how healthcare can help, and also tie-in the new
criminal crackdown on drug abusers as opposed to rehabilitation.  There are ninety of us
in this group.  If anyone has knowledge on this topic or any connection to someone who
does who would be willing to participate, please contact Ellen.  

News from Carl Spoerer – Keith and Ellen recently had lunch with Carl to touch base
about his campaign.  He is looking for writers to help with national blogs about his
campaign.  If the DCCC (Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee) sees enough
interest in such blogs, it helps win their support and funding.  Ellen has agreed to help
write.  If anyone else is interested, contact Ellen for Carl's action plan for representing
the working class.  Carl is also looking for opportunities to meet with groups to talk
about his values. If you have any ideas, please pass them on.  The candidates for Illinois
District 15 Representative have not gathered signatures yet since the election board has
not told them how many signatures are needed.  The Huddle would like to encourage all
candidates, so we will work on gathering signatures when it is time to do so.

Jim Laughlin spoke on his idea to collect signatures calling for Trump's impeachment.  
He would like to present the signatures to the Charleston City Council with the hopes 
that the City of Charleston would do as other cities have done and demand that the 
House of Representatives start impeachment proceedings.  If the council does not do 
this, the signatures would be sent to the House and read into the record.  Jim is looking 
for volunteers to help him collect signatures.  If you are interested, contact him at 217-
345-1480 or email him at jklaugh72@aol.com.

The Next System Project was brought to our attention by Charles.  Ellen read a 
statement from the organization which spoke about the possibility of building a new and 
better America.  See http://thenextsystem.org/ for more information on this project.  A 
copy of the book Principles of a Pluralist Commonwealth is available to read online at 
http://thenextsystem.org/principles/.

http://thenextsystem.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1254731671282701/
mailto:jklaugh72@aol.com


 

Upcoming Events (check the ACT calendar for details 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar): 

• Rally for Healthcare/Stop Repeal of the ACA, Monday, July 10, 4:00-6:00, 
Belleville, IL

• Internet-wide day of action to save Net Neutrality, Wednesday, July 12, see 
https://www.battleforthenet.com/july12/#everyone

• PFLAG  meeting Illinois Safe School Alliance, Thursday, July 20, 6:00-7:00 p.m.,
Charleston Public Library

• Bagelfest Parade, march with the Coles Progressives, Saturday, July 22, lineup 
begins at 9:30am on Western Avenue near County Market. Step-off is at 10:30 
a.m. It should be finished by 11:30 a.m., at Peterson Park.

• Persistent Voices, Monday, July 24, 6:30-7:30 p.m., Sullivan Library
• Tag Team Town Hall for 12th, 13th, and 15th Districts, hosted by Indivisible IL 12th, 

Saturday, August 5, 2:00-4:00, in Collinsville
• Coles Progressive Potluck, Sunday, August 13, 4:00-7:00 p.m., Morton Park, 

Charleston
• Tag Team Town Hall for 12th, 13th, and 15th Districts, hosted by Indivisible IL 12th, 

Saturday, August 26, 3:00-5:00, in Collinsville
• Mideast Illinois Labor Picnic, Saturday, August 26, noon-4:00, Fox Ridge State 

Park

Next full Huddle meeting Sunday, July 23, 2:00-3:00  in the Conference Room (2nd 
floor) at the Charleston Public Library.


