
    Huddle 

Meeting Minutes 
 

July 1st, 2020 
 

Seventeen Coles Progressive/Huddle members attended this Zoom meeting, as well as five 
members of the fledgling local group Road to Freedom.  Susan Jenkins took the notes.  Nikki 
Davidson volunteered to facilitate the next meeting (which will be her last one!) in two weeks on 
July 15th at 7:30 pm.  

Welcome to Bill McGrath as our newest co-chair! Nikki will step down as co-chair at the end of 
July.  She nominated Susan Jenkins to fill the vacancy.  We will accept more nominations via 
email and Facebook until Friday, July 10th at midnight.  Please send nominations to 
ColesProgressives@googlegroups.com or post in our Facebook group. 

Letter to the Editor campaign 

Ellen Wolcott reported that the JG-TC has not published letters to the editor since some time in 
May.  She discussed the matter with interim editor Scott Perry, who told her the paper doesn’t 
have room to publish LTE because they need to publish three pages of advertisements to 
support one page of letters.  Ellen will continue her dialogue with Scott in hopes of publishing 
letters electronically. 

Black Lives Matter 

● Road to Freedom 

Joining us from Road to Freedom were President K Hooks and members Jamilah 
Young-Booths, Marshae Young, Sean McCurtis, and Megan Janes.  K Hooks explained that 
RTF intends to focus on remediation and awareness in the community by educating 
others about Black culture and the experience of living with second-rate citizenship and 
gun violence, and the need for police reform.  RTF is not a confrontational group, nor is it 
affiliated with BLM other than sharing some common interests; rather, they aim to open 
a dialogue and break down barriers between the races by becoming an active and 
visible part of the community.  

RTF hopes to grow their membership and already has some cool events in the works. 
Several CP/Huddle members offered advice and assistance in helping RTF to become 
established in Coles County.  Charles Eberly mentioned Erika Weaver’s July 7th campaign 
fundraiser and the importance of showing unified support for her. 

● Poster/Decals and Public Recognition 

Nikki gave a summary of our progress on the BLM decal campaign and read a list of local 
businesses which have agreed to partner with us in this pursuit.  We have plenty of extra 
stickers - contact Nikki to pick some up for yourself!  We will give participating businesses 
the option to take extra stickers and make them available to the public. Rich Wandling 
advised that Pastor Corum of Wesley UMC asked him to contact Susan about supporting 
our campaign, and Christina Krost, whose husband is the new pastor of the Methodist 
Church in Mattoon, brings special expertise to the group in this genre. Rich will contact 
leaders in more local churches. 
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● CPD 

Several members voiced their concerns about the letter drafted to send to Charleston 
Police Chief Chad Reed, which segued into a broader discussion of the “Defund the 
Police” movement.  Membership agreed to table the letter and the discussion, since the 
movement itself is a complex issue and warrants deeper scrutiny.  Since many of us 
have passionate feelings about the subject, we agreed on a tentative Zoom meeting 
date of July 8, 2020 to further discuss “defunding the police,” what that means in terms of 
reimagining public resources and safety, and what action we would like to take locally. 
We will distribute this information via the listserv email chain.  The group tabled further 
discussion of BLM decals for squad cars and the “In God We Trust” decals to that time. 

Health 

● Letter to Charleston Chamber of Commerce - not discussed, in the interest of time. 

● Statement to CC Board re: COVID-19 public responsibility 

Tammy Scott volunteered to read our Statement to the County Board during the 
meeting on July 14, 2020.  Nikki will provide her with the edited statement. 

● Medicare for All Zoom event 

Paula is still organizing the event, with a projected August date.  We will distribute a 
possible date and time through the listserv and via Facebook..  The time commitment for 
attendees would be about an hour. 

Misc local activism 

There was a brief discussion about Charleston Police squad cars and the “In God We Trust” decals 
displayed on some of them, touching upon the Establishments Clause and the fact that “In God We 
Trust” is the U.S. national motto. Annalisa will send interested members a link to the Freedom From 
Religion Foundation’s informative articles about this issue. FFRF is a national organization devoted 
to ensuring our country’s founding principle of the separation of church and state. 

Next meeting: Wednesday, July 15th, 7:30 pm via Zoom 

Upcoming Local Events & Meetings of Interest: 
 
Coles County Board meeting    Charleston & Mattoon City Council Mtgs 
2nd Tuesday every month     1st & 3rd Tuesday every month 
Tuesday, Jul 14th,  7-8 pm     Tuesday, Jul 7th,  6:30 pm  

    Tuesday, Jul 21st,  6:30 pm  
 
Charleston School Board mtg   Mattoon School Board mtg 
3rd Wednesday every month 2nd Tuesday every month 
Wednesday, Jul 15th,  6:30 pm Tuesday, Jul 14th,  7-8 pm   
 
 

See the Huddle ACT calendar for more events: 

www.charlestonhuddle.com/act/calendar 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Coles Progressives is a group of thoughtful, committed citizens dedicated to achieving 

positive change by mobilizing citizen action and endorsing, supporting, recruiting, and 

electing progressives to local public office.  

 

As a non-profit, non-partisan organization, we work to strengthen ties within and 

between our communities, enhance human dignity, create effective democracy, 

support workers' rights, promote environmentalism and sustainable development, and 

reinforce diversity, compassion, and inclusiveness.  

 

We welcome you to join our team and help us make a difference, working to improve 

the quality of life for all residents of Coles County. 

 
 


