
Coles Progressives/Charleston Huddle Coalition 

Meeting Minutes 

1/5/2020 

 

Next Meeting: Feb 2nd 2pm – Charleston Carnegie Public Library Rotary Room A 

Notetaker/Agenda: Nikki Davidson 

 

Progressive Happy Hour: Friday, January 10th 5:30 pm at Honey Bee Café in Mattoon (319 N 

Logan) 

See menu: 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/HoneyBeeCafeMattoon/menu/?ref=page_internal 

 

Candidate forum on Jan. 26th at 2:30:  

Hold forum to 90 minutes. Ellen & Keith presented the proposed timeline. There will be 

plenty of flex time for audience questions (questions should be about 5 min each, will 

allow as many as possible). 

Each candidate will have two opportunities to use an additional 30 seconds to speak for 

audience questions 

4 candidates will be in attendance: Erika Weaver, John Hursey, Kevin Gaither, & Craig 

Morton 

Bill suggested that we have extra questions ready in case the audience does not pose 

any/enough 

Call for volunteers to set up chairs: Bill, Peter, and Karen volunteered to come at 1:30 

4 tables: one for candidate pamphlets, one for question sign up, two for candidates, 

podium for Jeannie 

Karen will revise the former press release and Ellen will send it out to news outlets 

The group worked on revising the 5 predetermined questions to be sent to the candidates. 

The rest of the work  

1. What do you consider to be the most pressing economic issues facing our district and 

what are your strategies for addressing them? 

2. The majority of Americans want quality healthcare to be accessible and affordable for 

all. What do you see as the best way to move towards that? 

3. The climate crisis is the most urgent problem facing humanity. What will you do to 

get the United States to act on the climate crisis and set an example for the world? 

4. Given the breadth of federal investments, from social programs to national defense, 

what are your priorities for where we should expand, maintain, and cut back? 

5. What is your approach to dealing with the problems of gun violence and easy access 

to firearms in America 

 

Voter’s Guide 

 Nikki & Annalisa put out a call for more volunteers to help in researching and writing 

 about candidates in local contested races. Susan volunteered. The committee now 

 consists of Annalisa, Gary, Paula, Nikki, Susan, Billy, and Sam. 

 

Minimum Wage 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/HoneyBeeCafeMattoon/menu/?ref=page_internal


Bill talked to the group about the lack of positive spin locally with the minimum wage 

increase. He’d like to enact a committee to put together materials for putting a positive 

spin on the increase, then take those materials to businesses to see if they will sign on. 

There could be other pieces like printing a message on their receipt, having a sticker on 

the front door. We will need to put together the fact sheet, strategize, etc. Will try to 

enlist more people/entities to the coalition. Also write letters to the editor. Rich also 

suggested that we keep in mind other work sectors.   

Bill, Nikki, Shelley, Annalisa, Karen will write letters to the editor. 

 

County Board Meeting 

People have been more conscious of time. Rex Dukeman suggested that they begin 

having committee meetings in the evenings so that the public may better attend. Kirk 

Allen brought up hiring practices.  

 

 

 


