
Minutes of Charleston Huddle/Coles Progressives, 02/16/2020

• Next meeting date was set for 03/01/2020.

• Charles Delman volunteered to take notes and facilitate next meeting.

• Report on letters to the editor was approved.

• Date for next Happy Hour was set for February 21, 6 p.m., Honeybee Cafe.

• Discussion of Earth Day and Global Climate Strike:

There are four days of community events: Wednesday, April 22, is the 50th anniversary of Earth
Day; Thursday, April 23, is designated Community Action Day; Friday, April 24, is the Mass
Strike for Change (presumably in favor of social change, not climate change!); Saturday, April
25th, there are tables at Douglas Hart Nature Center, and our group will show how to make and
take bags made from old T-shirts.

Further discussion: It would be good to form coalitions with labor and student groups. Charles
is working with the Labor Network for Sustainability (LNS), which is focused on a just transition
to renewable energy (among other projects) and is collaborating with the Sunrise Movement,
Extinction Rebellion, and others. LNS and its collaborators want to put the militant demand for
government action back into Earth Day. What are good targets? Ellen suggested Dale Righter’s
office might be a target. Charles pointed out that the ecological crisis is not just about climate,
but also about habitat loss, toxic pollution, and other issues; we don’t want to fall into the trap
of promoting corporate and technological solutions to climate disruption, but ignoring the other
issues and allowing the earth to continue being degraded. Annalisa expressed concurrence with
that concern. Ellen passed around a flier we could use to suggest what people could do to make a
difference.

• School Board consolidation: The group decided not to take a position on the proposed study Matt
Titus presented, but rather to leave the issue “in his court.”

• Illinois Single Payer Coalition: The community is invited to a workshop to discuss the details of
the Medicare for All bill, April 4, 2-4 p.m., Room B of the Charleston Public Library.

• Medicare for All: The patients over profits pledge – to refuse donations from the front group
opposing Medicare for All – was discussed.

• Lona summarized the recent County Board meetings. A question was raised about using replace-
ment value in assessment. There may be some common ground between the Progressives and
those who regularly confront the Board about assessment.

1


