
Combined Coles Progressives/Charleston Huddle Meeting
Meeting Minutes
August 26, 2020

Meeting was called to order via Zoom at 7:38.  Charles facilitated and Paula 
took notes. Paula agreed to facilitate the next meeting, which will take place via Zoom on 
Wednesday, Sept. 9th at 7:30 p.m. 

Continuing discussion
Black Lives Matter Here Too Decal Campaign in Local Schools Charleston: Paula’s request
to the Charleston school board to take a formal vote on the issue of posting BLMHT decals in 
school buildings was declined.  She is looking into a variety of options for our next steps and will
report next session.

Illinois Fair Tax Amendment: Charles attended a presentation through IFT on Fair Tax 
amendment.  Will summarize and send to Lindsey and Siobhan by Sunday PM. He reported 
that the name Fair Tax is accurate, IL has one of the most regressive taxes in the country when 
you take into account all taxes including sales tax.  Even with the Fair Tax amendment our 
overall taxes will  remain regressive. The rate schedule has already been passed in the 
legislature. 98% of IL will see a decrease or unchanged tax rate if it passes. Charles agreed to 
write a summary of the Fair Tax Amendment for the upcoming Voter’s Guide, 

C.A.R.S.- no updates

Campaign to save and strengthen the U.S. Postal Service: Successful event on 8/22. Paula 
suggested keeping abreast of what is happening and perhaps doing another event in a month or
so to keep up visibility on this issue. Charles asked about a variety of petitions out there and 
which are most effective. Keep up to date and keep pressure on.

New Discussion
Keeping our schools safe during COVID-19 for students and teachers- Jessica reported 
that the community, School Board and staff at CUSD1 central office are not taking the pandemic
seriously.  One teacher resigned and took a job in another school district due to being shamed 
on Facebook for trying to keep schools safe.  Teachers are required to go into schools to teach 
remotely, this is  not necessary and is risky since many are not following CDC guidelines for 
safety, including asking teachers to meet in small spaces for meetings. If someone is not 
wearing a mask, teachers are told they can politely ask them to wear one. Schools are remote 
because a complaint was sent to IEA by a teacher and IEA said the CUSD1 plan was not nearly 
enough to open safely. The local union is not working to protect teachers, mainly because the 
local union president is not taking this seriously.
Discussion followed some key points: Bill asked if the rules of the State Board of Education 
were being followed,  if not this would be a pressure point. Keith questioned adequacy of 
ventilation in schools. Charles asked if there is any way the union can be disciplined to make 
them take action to protect teachers and students. Jessica reported communication is poor and 
teachers have not been adequately trained. Jessica will try to get more information on what IEA 
said about the reopening plan. 
ACTION: Group agreed we need to undertake a letter writing campaign. Individual letters can 
be sent to the school board, superintendent of schools, and principals. Bill will get addresses for
individual board members since they do not have email addresses that are shared on the district
site.  Annalisa will create a google doc to share with Coles Progressives listserv and Charleston 



Huddle listserv.  We can all put up talking points so that we can craft letters to send.  Please go 
to the Google Doc to share your ideas.  You can even put your draft letters there for feedback
from the group.  The more of us that write letters, the better chance we have of getting 
them to respond to this issue. 
Other possible actions- Press release to newspapers with info on the problem and how it 
should be addressed.  If no coverage Charles suggested doing a Teach-In.  Ellen suggested as 
a last resort putting an ad in the paper.

Coles County Voting information: Maria has been researching this topic and shared the 
following information about Vote by Mail ballots:

 You must be registered to vote in order to apply for a Vote by Mail ballot. 
 In Illinois, all registered voters who voted in one of the past three elections (Nov 2018, 

Apr 2019, or Mar 2020) should have received an application to vote by mail automatically (a 
postcard).  One way to vote by mail is to complete that postcard application and send it in to 
the County Clerk's Office. 

 Applications to vote by mail can also be obtained online from the County Clerk's office at
www.co.coles.il.us/coclerk/elections.htm; they can also be obtained from the IL State Board 
of Elections by visiting www.IllinoisVotes2020.com. No excuses required.  All completed 
applications must be returned to Coles County Clerk's office either by mail, in person, or 
online at VBMrequest@co.coles.il.us. The earlier you get your application in, the better.

 The County Clerk's office will begin mailing out VBM (Vote By Mail) ballots Sept 24 
through Oct 29. For applications received by Sept 24, ballots will be mailed out no later than 
Oct 5. For applications received after Sept 24, ballots will be mailed out within 2 business 
days.

 In-person voting at the courthouse starts on Sept 24. VBM ballots can be returned by 
mail to the County Clerk's office as soon as they are received and completed by the voter. 
(You can go to the Charleston Post Office and ask them to keep it in Charleston instead of 
sending it to Champaign for sorting, since there have been some issues with the Champaign
sorting machines.)

 VBM ballots must be postmarked by Tuesday, Nov 3 and received at the County Clerk's 
office by Tuesday, Nov 17.    

 Mail-in ballots cannot be tracked in Illinois, but voters can contact the County Clerk's 
office by phone at 217-348-0523 or via VBMrequest@co.coles.il.us to confirm that their 
ballots have been received. 

 VBM ballot packets can also be dropped off personally at the County Clerk's office 
during early voting times or at your polling place on Nov 3.

 There will be no drop boxes in Coles County.

Dramatizing the disastrous COVID-19 response: Charles reported that Bogdan has 
suggested we do an event dramatizing the disastrous response to COVID-19, including having 
a mock coffin.  Susan volunteered to make the coffin out of cardboard and Charles said he 
could make a frame for it.  They will make it large enough so people can safely distance while 
carrying it.  Other suggestions included making posters comparing the U.S. response to other 
countries. Wearing placards with # of deaths/thousand from different countries.  Plan to do an 
event before the end of September.

 Meeting adjourned: 9:12 PM
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