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Thirteen were present for our Huddle meeting this week.

Our letters to the editor campaign has been very successful so far.  Since February 4, 52
letters have appeared in the newspaper.  Of these 28 have been positive for our issues, 12
have been negative, and 12 have been on other issues.  We have definitely made a
difference – let's keep it up!

Action #5 Reflect and Resist report.  Nine of us met last Wednesday for an hour or so 
and had a good discussion.  See the report at 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/pdf/Action5Discussion1.pdf
We decided to meet every two weeks, choosing a new topic for each meeting.  Our next 
meeting will be on Wednesday, April 12, 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the Rotary Room at the 
Charleston Public Library.  The topic is poverty.  See “Action Five Continued” on the 
Huddle Page https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/huddle for a list of resources for 
study.  The list can also be found at the Reflect Discussion Group event posted the 
Charleston Women's Huddle Actions Facebook page.

Bonnie updated us on plans to talk to local law enforcement officials about the ACLU 
guidelines for making us a Freedom City.  A group of us will be talking to the Sheriff 
and Charleston Police Departments on Monday, April 3.  In this initial meeting, we plan 
to present the ACLU's 9 “model” local law enforcement policies and rules.  Policy point 
#7 touches on race and we will try to use this as an opening for another meeting with 
law officials where we address local policing and racial profiling.  Paula gave us some 
encouraging news regarding the illegal immigrant policy at the hospital.  Sarah Bush 
Lincoln sees anyone in the Emergency Room and offers generous financial help.  They 
don't question your status, but will ask to see a W-2 form as part of the financial aid 
application.  The American Hospital Association is going to come up with a favorable 
policy addressing the immigrant situation.  Paula will keep us posted on that.

Action #6 is Black and Brown Girls Matter.  Ellen read a description of the issue, found  
at https://www.womensmarch.com/missing-girls/.  This action is a learning action 
geared towards increasing our awareness of the problem.  A list of articles appears on the
same page as the description.  We decided to make them the topic of our Reflect 
Discussion group after the poverty discussion (that would be April 26).

Plans for “Voices From Illinois' 15th Congressional District”, our town hall meeting, 
were discussed.  We've made a lot of progress.  The town hall will be on Wednesday, 
April 19, from 6:00-7:30 p.m. Shimkus and Spoerer have both been invited.  Shimkus 
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has declined, Spoerer has accepted.  We have the whole Rotary Room reserved.  It can 
hold 220 people (there are 140 chairs provided, which we will need to set up).  Gail 
Mason has agreed to be our moderator.  People wishing to ask questions will sign up at 
the door and be given a number.  Kathy Armstrong has found 20 newspapers to send our 
press release to.  Karen Armstrong has contacted 24 other Progressive/Democratic 
groups so far in our district.  Jessica Mertz is designing an advertising poster for us. 
Jenny White is arranging for WEIU to cover the event.  We'd like to get as much press 
coverage as we can. Bonnie Buckley and Jane Wilson are coordinating a list of questions
so that we don't all concentrate on the same topics and do cover a variety of issues, 
although several questions on the same topic could help emphasize it.  Contact either of 
them if you have a question you'd like to ask or see asked.  Here is a partial list of areas 
that we want to ask questions about: violence against women, religion, poverty, 
healthcare, Planned Parenthood, LGBTQ, the environment, climate change, 
undocumented people and deportations, the budget and Medicare/Social 
Security/veterans, the rollback of business regulations, education, anti-women agenda of
the GOP, disabilities, internet privacy, the Russian connection.  Our next meeting will be
just two days before the town hall.  We will use that meeting to go over our questions, 
helping all of us polish them and practice asking them.  We also need people to help us 
set up and take down the 140 chairs that the library provides.  We can start setting up at 
5:30.  We're telling the public to arrive 10 minutes early (5:50) to sign up for asking 
questions.  Since we will be there setting up, we plan to claim the first 5-10 questions.  
Please tell everyone about this meeting – we want to fill the room!  

The subject of state and local issues was brought up and whether the Huddle group 
would address them.  For now we are working through the 10 Actions in 100 Days.  If 
we have time and energy along the way, we can try to address some of the state issues.  
The teach out in Springfield on April 27 was mentioned (it is on the ACT calendar 
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/calendar).  We will re-evaluate our mission and
goals after the 10 Actions.

Our next meeting is Monday, April 17, 6:30-7:45 p.m. in the Rotary Room.  

Don't forget to vote on Tuesday!
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