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Notes by Ellen Wolcott

We had a very good Huddle meeting today, with fourteen in attendance. Prior to the 
meeting, six of us worked on signs for the rally this Wednesday.  We had several new 
members to welcome to the group, so there was a brief overview of the Huddle group's 
mission to carry out the 10 actions in 100 days.  

We reviewed Action 3, contacting our elected officials during the recess over President's 
Day.  One of our new members, Brenda, had a personal phone call with Shimkus 
recently.  His response to her concerns was basically to follow the party line.  It was 
noted that in the past month there have been 21 letters to the editor in the Times-
Courier.  Of those 21, 10 were in favor of issues put forth by the Huddle group, 7 were 
pro-Trump/Republican, and 4 were on other concerns.  We are making a difference in 
the newspaper, outnumbering the pro-Trump voices.  Let's keep it up.  Just to remind 
you, you can communicate your intentions to write a letter and topic, as well as see other
letters, at this site:

Letters Google Doc

The ACT web page also lists the letters that we have written:
https://www.teamwolcottcycling.com/act/newspapers

We then when on to discuss Action 4, A Day Without A Woman.  I read the description 
of the goal from the FAQ page and went over the basic things that we can do to observe 
A Day Without A Woman 

1. Women take the day off, from paid and unpaid labor.

2. Avoid shopping for one day (with exceptions for small, women- and minority-owned 
businesses).

3. Wear RED in solidarity with A Day Without A Woman.

4. Find out which businesses in your community support/drain the community, which 
treat women as equals, which care about the environment.  Rather than specifically 
research every business in our area, try to take note of businesses that you go to and 
share what you find with the group.  Major banks in particular should be scrutinized for 
their practices.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1LmGoPMLpHwdxAtN07oweIFPwoR6oGxnia6FNB0QNOWg/edit?ts=589a1975#gid=0


Our focus this week will be the Women's Day Rally this Wednesday, March 8, from 
noon to 1:00 at Morton Park. If you can be there a little before noon to help set up, that 
would be great.  We will start with our speakers, then we will stand by the roadside (not 
on the road and not completely blocking the sidewalk, so we are legal) with our signs in 
support of women.  Judy is going to check with the press for coverage of the event.  
Joanne will check with media groups for coverage.  I will try to contact the Champaign 
Huddle group to let them know about our event. We're hoping for a good turnout.

We had a lot of discussion about issues that are important to us:

- overturning Citizens United

- finding candidates that we can vote for, either moderate Republicans or Democrats

- reverse the polarization of our community by appealing on common grounds, such as 
healthcare

- the need to get rid of the electoral college 

- not being distracted by Trump's scandals

- can we realistically remove Trump from office before four years

We also reminded each other about mailing postcards to Trump on March 15, the Ides of
Trump action.  Joanne also brought up the community potluck idea, with the thought of 
limiting it to the Huddle group and other like-minded agencies such as SACIS, HOPE, 
etc.,  because of health food violations if it was open to the general public.  It was 
suggested that we wait for the potluck until after our 10 actions in 100 days at which 
time we will re-examine the focus of the Huddle.

We also decided to create a new Facebook page that is visible to the public to help 
advertise the rally and our meetings.  Please share this widely.  You do not have to be 
invited to join this Facebook page, just look for 

Charleston Women's Huddle Actions 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/1254731671282701/).  

The page we have been using, 

Women's March Huddle in Charleston, Illinois 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/1809501319312694/) 



will be kept private and is for discussion among the Huddle members.  Everyone on the 
email list has been invited to join this private Facebook page.  If you would like to be 
invited again, please let us know.


