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Meeting Notes 
August 18th, 2019 

 
• There were 10 members in attendance at this meeting. The next meeting will be on Sep 8th at 2 pm 

in Rotary Room B. Annalisa is note-taker/next facilitator. 
 
• Letters to the Editor 

– There have been only three letters to the editor since the last meeting (but those three were published 
twice). Ellen said she called the JG-TC to see what was up, and they are a little disorganized at the 
moment with some staff changes. This should be temporary. 

 
• Progressive Drop-In 

– Coles Progressives has decided to start a monthly social get-together involving food and/or drinks. 
These will not be business meetings, and there will be no obligations involved. Just for fun and to 
hang out. The first one will be on Friday, Sep 13th, 5 – 7 pm, at Roc’s Blackfront in Charleston. 

 
• 3rd Annual Coles Progressives Potluck 

– Sunday, Sep 22nd, 5 - 7 pm, at the South Pavilion at Morton Park. Gary Fritz has secured a band! 
Just like last year, we will request that people bring their own reusable plates, cups, and utensils. 
Coles Progressives will provide drinks. We will start to advertise the event after Labor Day. 

 
• Candidates for Office 

– There were no new suggestions for candidates, although CP member Jennifer White has mentioned 
running for office in Mattoon. Ellen will try to find filing dates and signature requirements for the 
upcoming 2020 election (she has since sent an email with lots of information about that!). 

 
• Global Climate Strike https://globalclimatestrike.net/ Sep 20-27th 

– Dave Fopay of the JG-TC has been sent a copy of “Change or Die”, and his response was that while 
he could not simply publish the document, he could write an article covering a local event and 
mention the document and provide a link to it. So we decided to join this world-wide Global Climate 
Strike by holding a protest at Morton Park on Friday, Sep 20th, from 5-6 pm. Trying to get a local 
climatologist to speak at this event was mentioned. Besides our usual social media efforts, we could 
advertise on the Charleston ChitChat and Coles County Sales Facebook pages. 

– We also discussed that since reaching the adults who need to be educated about the climate crisis is 
difficult, it might be prudent to spend some of our efforts trying to reach the local youth. We landed 
on educating Coles County science teachers about the global strike and asking them to involve their 
classrooms in some way (Shelley offered to write a note to send to them). 

– On the subject of the environment, Charles mentioned an article he recently read about Climate 
Victory Gardens (which he has since shared via email). The topic veered to pollinator habitats in 
front yards, changing Charleston’s lawn ordinances to allow such a thing, and worries about local 
landscaping companies mounting objections to these changes. The suggestion was made to 
approach the Soil & Water District and ask them to educate the local landscaping companies. 
Charles volunteered to write up a fact sheet to give them, and Annalisa suggested combining forces 
with UBI (the Urban Butterfly Initiative), which is already working on these issues.  

 



• Other upcoming events 
– Charles suggested having regular (weekly, bi-weekly, monthly?) protests at Morton Park to try to 

build the Progressive movement locally, as has been successfully done in other areas. It was felt that 
either this would work as people slowly joined the ranks, or it would lead to resistance fatigue by the 
protestors and public dismissal of “that group of crazies”. No conclusion was reached. 

 
• Coles Progressives Co-Chair 

– Kate, one of the three Coles Progressives co-chairs, is heading off to college at the U of I. 
Congratulations, Kate! We wish you all the success in the world, and will miss you terribly! Annalisa 
nominated Jennifer White; other nominations are also welcome! 

 
• Community Investment Committee 

– I have this scribbled in my notes, but I’m not entirely sure why. I think we were talking about a 
campaign to convince people that not all taxes are bad, when the goal is actually pooling our 
resources to improve our community. 

 
 
Next meeting: Sunday, Sep 8th, 2 pm 
 
 
 

Upcoming Local Events & Meetings of Interest: 
 
Coles County Board meeting       Charleston & Mattoon City Council Mtgs 
2nd Tuesday every month           1st & 3rd Tuesday every month 
Tuesday, Sep 10th, 7-8 pm          Tuesday, Sep 3rd, 6:30 pm  
Coles County Courthouse         Tuesday, Sep 17th, 6:30 pm  
3rd floor           respective City Halls 
 
Charleston School Board mtg       Mattoon School Board mtg 
3rd Wednesday every month    2nd Tuesday every month 
Wednesday, Sep 18th, 6:30 pm  Tuesday, Sep 10th, 7-8 pm      
Central Office      Admin. Service Cntr Boardroom 
410 W Polk St., Charleston         1701 Charleston Ave, Mattoon 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
 

Coles Progressives is a group of thoughtful, committed citizens dedicated to achieving positive change 
by mobilizing citizen action and endorsing, supporting, recruiting, and electing progressives to local 
public office.  
 
As a non-profit, non-partisan organization, we work to strengthen ties within and between our 
communities, enhance human dignity, create effective democracy, support workers' rights, promote 
environmentalism and sustainable development, and reinforce diversity, compassion, and inclusiveness.  
 
We welcome you to join our team and help us make a difference, working to improve the quality of life 
for all residents of Coles County. 


