
Women’s March Action #5 Reflect and Resist
Second Discussion Group, April 12
Five Huddle members present

Much of our discussion centered around poverty in Coles County. We talked about
the local organizations that provide help - Coalition for People in Need, Hedwig House,
Department of Human Services, EIU Foodbank, Open Door Program, Newman Center,
Catholic Charities - to name a few.

We discussed the eviction crisis, citing articles about Matthew Desmond’s book Evicted.
We talked about some of the myths surrounding poverty and welfare — how the cheaters are
few, how people want to work and have dignity. At the end, we watched the 6-minute TED
talk on the job creator myth which debunks the claim that we can’t tax the rich because
they create jobs.

For our next topic, we are going to use the Women’s March resources on Black and Brown
Girls Matter: See https://www.womensmarch.com/missing-girls/

The Reading List for this week on Poverty is below: (These are all links so you can
access them quickly)

REFLECT & RESIST Second Discussion Reading List
on Poverty

POVERTY AS A STRUCTURAL FAILING

Video (about 56 min) :Mark Robert Rank: American Poverty as a Structural Failing —
Poverty & Inequality Symposium 2016

Article:
Poverty in America is Mainstream

THE JOB CREATOR MYTH
The 6 minute video embedded in this article was removed from Ted Talks. I

think it is important:
http://addictinginfo.org/2013/05/11/banned-ted-talk-job-creator-myth/

Essay on the Job Creator Myth: http://www.agjohnson.us/essays/jobs/
About this author: Allan Johnson, PhD was born in Washington, D.C. and lived there

until the age of six when he moved with his family to Oslo, Norway, where they lived for
two years while his father served in the U.S. Embassy there. He began writing while in high
school, graduating with prizes in poetry and short fiction. He went on to earn a Bachelors
degree in Sociology and English at Dartmouth College and a Ph.D. in Sociology at the Uni-
versity of Michigan. His dissertation focused on women’s roles in Mexico City, where he lived
for eight months. After receiving his PhD in sociology, he joined the sociology department
at Wesleyan University.Later, he joined the faculty at Hartford College for Women where he
taught sociology and women’s studies.

https://www.womensmarch.com/missing-girls/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7a4mn8I4RbE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7a4mn8I4RbE
https://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/11/02/poverty-in-america-is-mainstream/#more-150248
http://addictinginfo.org/2013/05/11/banned-ted-talk-job-creator-myth/
http://www.agjohnson.us/essays/jobs/


POVERTY FROM A SOCIOLOGICAL vs ECONOMIC PERSPEC-
TIVE

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/17/upshot/what-if-sociologists-had-as-much-influence-
as-economists.html

POVERTY IN COLES COUNTY
This is a link to Dr. Michael Gillespie’s (EIU Sociology Department) Coles County

Poverty Project: https://colescountypovertydataproject.wordpress.com

POVERTY AND EVICTION

Book Review:
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/apr/07/evicted-poverty-and-profit-in-the-american-

city-matthew-desmond-review

Article, Race and eviction:
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/03/eviction-matthew-desmond-housing/471375/

DEBUNKING ANTI WELFARE MYTHS
Articles:
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/21/business/the-myth-of-welfares-corrupting-influence-

on-the-poor.html

http://www.counterpunch.org/2016/03/09/a-citizens-guide-to-combating-election-propaganda-
debunking-anti-welfare-myths/

COVERAGE GAPS IN STATES THAT DO NOT EXPAND MED-
ICAID

http://kff.org/uninsured/issue-brief/the-coverage-gap-uninsured-poor-adults-in-states-that-
do-not-expand-medicaid/
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